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A STATE of the ET 
RISE ang: PROGRESS 


OF THF = 


D1sPvUTES with SPAIN. 


HE War we are at preſent engaged 
in with Spain has rendered our Diſ- 


of all Men's Attention, But the moſt attentive 
and the moſt curious are, I believe, yet at a 
loſs, to account for the ſurprizing Obſtinacy 
of the Court of Spain, to deny our moſt evi- 
dent and indubitable Right to a free Navigz- 
tion in the American Seas. This Denial ren- 
dered all Expectations of an Accommodation 
by the late Convention ridiculous and abſurd: 
And the ſame Denial has plunged us into a 
War, fa ſuddenly after that ſeeming Conclu- 
ſion of all our Differences. To account for 
this Obſtinacy, nothing can enable us ſo well, 
as an Hiſtorical Deduction off our Diſputes 
with that Crown, and of our Negotiations to 
adjuſt them; and it is to be hoped, that as no 
Diſadvantage can enſue to the Nation from 
ſetting the Errors of our paſt Conduct now 
in the cleareſt Light; ſo the Methods uſed at 
Home to conceal, to diſguiſe thoſe Errors, 
and even to get them a pproved, will not be 
paſt over without the proper Reflections, by 

any * e en 12 RE : 


| 
| 


' 
i 
' 
i 


putes with that Crown, the Object 


The Spaniards began to be diſturbed by the 
Engliſh in their Poſſeſſion of the Weſt Indies 
not many Years after the Diſcovery of them 
by Columbus in 1492: And yet there appears 
no expreſs Stipulation relating to thoſe Parts 
in any of the Treaties concluded between the 
Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, before 
the Year 1667. In that Year a Treaty of 
Peace and Commerce was concluded between 
the two Nations: The 875 Article of which 
grants to the Engliſh in both the Indies all 
that was granted to the States General by 
their Treaty with Spain made at Munter in 
1648. It confirms to each Party all the Poſ- 


ſeſſions they held in America at that time; 


and prohibits the Subjects of either Confederate, 
to trade in any Places poſſeſſed by the other 
in that part of the World. wh” 

This Treaty, however, did not hinder the 
Engliſh from continuing Hoſtilities in Ame- 
rica; where the Spaniards having ſuffered 
many and great Loſſes, were reduced to ſue 
for, and to purchaſe with an Oblivion of all 
paſt Injuries, à new Treaty that ſhould be 
more effectual. This was granted them in 
1670. and is what is commonly called the 
American Treaty, altho' it be in Effect no more 
than a renewal of that of 1667. The princi- 
pal Stipulations in it are the ſame with thoſe 
in the Treaty of Munſter : A Confirmation of 
the Poſſeſſions of each Nation, and a Prohibition 
of all Trade between their reſpective Colonies, 


Butthe Peace concluded by it was to be faithfully 
All 


and ſincerely obſerved on both ſides, 


(3). 


All Commerce with the Spaniſh Colonies 
being thus forbid by theſe Treaties, the King 
of England could no longer complain, if ſuch 
of his Subjects as were found trading on their 
Coaſts, were treated by the Spaniards accord- 
ing to the Severity of their Laws and Ordi- 
nances. The Engliſb Subjects carrying on a 


py Trade there, could not expect to be protected 
en in it by their King, nor to be — if they 


were taken, as Priſoners of War by the Spa- 
niards: They knew they would be treated as 
Smugglers ; and as ſuch, when they ventured 
to trade, they took their Precautions. 

In 1674. ti Queen Mather of Spain, gave 
by her Cedula of the 22d of February, power 
to the Governors in the Weſt Indies to © grant 
Corſairs Patents to all who ſhould demand 
them, to fit out Veſſels to cruize againſt the 
Pirates on the neighbouring Coaſt. Her Rea- 
* ſons.are 

That the King of France had declared 


Gre War againſt Spazr. 
al T That Complaints had been made that Pi- 
de © racies were committed in the American Seas 


by the Engliſb, who rob'd, kill'd, and plun- 
der'd the Spaniards trading ſtom one Port 

* to another; and that her Majeſty had ob- 
ſerved, as it is ſaid in the Cedula, that no- 


— * thing in the Trea oy: of Peace adjuſted with 
of En + in 1670. hindered the Spaniards in 

1 / he Indies from defending then {elves from 
_ * the Pirates of what Nation ſoever who ſhould 

0 attempt to infeſt their Coaſts. 


She likewiſe accompanied her Cedula with 
| B 2 In- 


in the Weſt Indies. 
ſome 


Objection, nor has any Objection been made. 


Atisfy the Deſires of the Inhabitants of their 


449 
Inſtructions to be inſerted in all Corſairs Pa- 
tents, by the 19th Article of which they are not 
to do any thing againſt the Engiiſb contrary 
to the Articles of Peace hich treat of Corſairs. 
Upon this foot Things Maar 4 ho 


A Trade prohibited to all Nations has in 
ree been carried on with the Spani- 

ards by the Subjects of all the trading Nations 
of Eurqpe; and the Subjects of all theſe Nations | 
have been treated according to the Spi Laws | 
whenever they have been taken actually car-j 
rying on.a Trade prohibited by the Treaties 
between the Countries to which they belong, 
and the Crown of Spain. To this there is no 


The Spaniards employed to cruize upon their 
Coaſt have been often guilty of Exceſſes; and 
when theſe Exceſſes how been committed in 
caſes, where perhaps the Sufferers could not 
ſtrictly juſtify their Proceedings, altho' they have 
been complained of by many Nations, yet the 

Complaints ſeem to have been generally made, 
more to comply with Form than to obtain Re- 
paration ;andRedreſs has been conſtantly denied. 

But the Spdn:ards finding that the eſtabliſh- 
ed Method of trading from Old Spain was not 
ſufficient to ſupply the Wants, or at leaſt to 


American Colonies, that therefore the Temp- 
tation to Foreigners to trade privately on thoſe 
Coaſts with great 8 to themſelves, 


ang to the yay e t neceflarily 
Ton- 


(5) 
continue, and that the Ships ſet out to cover. 
their Coaſts, not to infeſt the Seas, were uns 
able to prevent effeftually a Trade carried on 
by ſmall Veſſels, armed to defend themſelves, 
or fitted to make their eſcape, have preſumed 
to advance a Pretenſion unſupported by Trea- 
ties, and deſtructive of the Trade and Navi- 
gation of all Nations in the American Seas, 
inſtead of taking the proper Methods practiſed 
by all Nations, to hinder. their own Subjects, 
over whom they have an abſolute Power, from 
carrying on an illicit Trade. alk 
Not contented with the Right to confiſcate 
all Ships found acruaily trading on their Coaſt, 
which is implied in the Prohibition of Trade 
ſtipulated by Treaties, they pretend now, 
that ſailing within a certain Diftance' of their 

, ſhall be a Proof of an Intention at 
leaſt to trade there; altho' by the ſingular Situa- 
tion of the different Poſſeſſions, by the Courſe 
of Currents and Winds, and by other pecu- 
liar Circumſtances, the approaching to the 
Coaſt, in that Part of the World, is not even 
a ground of Suſpicion, whatever it might bs 
in many others. They pretend likewile that 
they have a Right 0 ſearch all Ships failing 
in theſe Seas, and that the Diſcovery of any 
Commodities of the Produce of their Colonies on 
board of any Ship, is a Proof that ſuch Ship has 
carried on a prohibited Trade, and is therefore 
to be confiſcated ; whereas even ſuppbſing theſe 
Goods to have been the return of a prohibited 
Commerce with the Spamards, it does not 

11 3 | fol. 0W, 


(6) 


fallow, that after they have been fold in the 
Colonies of other Nations, -and are come 
into the Poſſeſſion of Perſons who have a 
Right to carry any Commodities through thoſe 

Seas, they ſtill remain liable to be viſited and 
ſeized. Much leſs will it follow, that every 
Ship on board of which ſuch Goods may be 
found, is the ſame Ship that traded for them 
on the Spani/h Coaſt: Nay, if it ſhould prove 
ſo, it cannot be ſaid, I think, that becauſe a 
Ship was once concerned in unlawful Trade, 
ſhe ſhall afterwards be ſeizable whilſt ſhe is 
proceeding on a lawful Voyage, or that the 
Spaniards have a Right to ſeize Ships that are 
not trading on their Coaſt, becauſe they have 
a right to prevent a prohibited Trade there. 

This new and groundleſs Pretenſion is be- 
come the Principle on which all the Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards on the Britiſb Subjects 
in America have been committed and juſtified. 
It may be called zew, ſince the Pretenſion 
was never heard of till the Year 1726. tho 
the Practice is, I believe, coæval with the pre- 
ſent auſpicious Adminiſtration. 

In 1726. it was firſt avowed in Memorials 
ſent from the Court of Madrid to that of 
London , on Occaſion of a Britiſb Squadron 
ſent into the American Seas under the Com- 
mand of Admiral Hofer, Whether this 


. Lener gen the Marquis De La Pax to Mr. Stanhope, 


Sep. 30. 1726. and Letter from the Marquis 4 Pozobueno ta Wi 


4 * 


mY Fan. 1. 1727. 
the Duke of 1 Dec. 21. 1726. te 
9 Pre- 


— 


TIT : 5 

Pretenſion was not underſtood, or whether it 
was winked at by our Miniſters, I preſume 
not to determine. They who remember the 
Inſtructions given to Mr. Hofer, may incline 
to think. that our Miniſters were enough un- 
acquainted with Treaties and with ' Trade, 
not to know whether the Spaniards advanced 
a new Pretenſion, or claimed an ancient Right. 
They who remember the whole Conduct of 
that Expedition, and the other Anecdotes of 
the ſame Year, may incline to think that our 
Miniſters could not fail to diſcern the Nature 
and Tendency of a Pretenſion never made 
before, but every Day explained by the Pro- 
ceedings of the Spaniards, tho" they choſe to 
diſſemble an Injury they were reſolved not to | 
reſent, On this Head there may be dif- I 
W ferent Opinions; but I dare appeal to the | 
Senſe of the whole Nation, and affirm that 
there can be no .different Opinions oh ſore 
other Points which I am going to mention. 
here is not, there cannot be a Doubt 
ade by any Man, whetþer ſuch a Preten- 
ſion as this ſhould not have been ſto as 
ſoon as ſtarted ; whether the Right of Brz- 
ain, nay the common Right of Mankind, 
ſhould not have been ſpecifically and ſtrenu- | 
ouſly aſſerted, as ſoon as this Invaſion of it 
as avowed ; whether beſides the Wiſdom of | | 
hecking ſuch an Attempt in the firſt Inſtances, -4 
nd not ſuffering ſuch an Uſurpation to grow | 
and to acquire by Time a of Right, | 
nere could be a Conjuncture more capable of 
| rouſing 
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(8) 

-rouſing' Men, who paid any Regard to the 
Honour and Intereſt of their Country, than 
this was, when Spain ſet us at Defiance in 
Europe as well as America, and actually be- 
ſieged Gibraltar; in a Word, whether we 
might not have chaſtiſed the Inſolence of that 
Court, and have reduced her by the Force of 
our real and ſuperior maritime Power, to keep 
within the Bounds 
ties, at a much leſs Ex than that of ſo 
many gallant Officers and Seamen as periſhed 
miſerably and inglorioufly in that unmeaning 
and ſhameful Expedition. 55 
On theſe Heads, I preſume to ſay, there 
can be no Difference of Opinion, and yet no- 
thing of this Sort was done, nay the very con- 
trary was done, and to the Diſhonour of the 
Britiſb Name, this groundleſs, this imperti- 
nent Pretenſion, has been in Effect, tho not 
in direct Terms, admitted by the Miniſters of 
Great Britain, in the whole Courſe of theſe 
tedious Negotiations, where with they have 
gained Time, the ſole Point they meant to 
in, and avoided a Deciſion, the ſole Point 
they ſhould have puſhed to obtain. 
In all the Memorials that have paſſed be- 
tween the two Courts ſince the Year 1726. in all 
the Treaties that have been made, we have been 
impoſed upon by general Terms by the. Spa- 
niards who offered, and by our Miniſters who 
accepted them. The Spaniards, whenever they 
have pr d-to. make Reſtitution of Cap- 


preſcribed to her by Trea- 


(9) 
gerned in illicit Trade; And we have always 
acquieſced in theſe obſcure Terms, on the Ex- 

anation of which depends the great Point in 

iſpute, the Point never regarded by thoſe 
who had the Conduct of our Affairs, and the 
Point never to have been yielded or left in 
doubt by them; becauſe it could not be yield- 
ed without giving up at the ſame time our 
whole Trade to the Weſt-Indies, and even our 
Poſſeſſion of the valuable Iſland of Jamaica; 
nor be left in doubt without rendring both 
precarious. However, after we had been 
amuſed. with general Words in the Prelimina- 
ries of 1727, and in the Act of the Pardo in 
1728 ; After our Right to an unconfined and 
uninterrupted Navigation in the American 
Seas CIS roved, the Pretenſions of Spain 
laid open and expoſed, and the dangerous 
Conſequence of them to our Trade made ma- 
nifeſt by the Merchants who applied to the 
Houſe of Commons in 1728-9. our Mini- 
ſters ſtill continued to amuſe the Nation with 
general and uncertain Expreſſions: For we 
obtained no more by the famous Treaty f 
Seville in 1729. And about a Month after 
ſigning that Treaty, the Spaniſb Miniſters in 
the Cedula for reſtoring the Prizes taken 
from the Engliſb ſince the 24 of June 1728. 
except . all, Prizes talen on account of unlaw- 
ful Trade in thoſe Places and Limits which 
are prohibited by the Laws and Treaties of 


'® December . 1729. may 
Nenn we We —_—— 
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Peace and Commerce. From this Cedula (ret 


dered inſignificant by this ſcandalous Excep- 
tion) the Ignorance of our Miniſters expected, 
or at leaſt our Miniſters pretended to expect, 
Wonders: Inſomuch that they ordered“ 
Mr. Keene to adjuſt with the Spaniards the 

roper Methods of getting from America the 

hips that ſhould be reſtored by virtue of this 
notable Cedula. But the Spaniards knew that 
none were neceſſary. They went on farch- 
ing and confiſcating, and we continued 70 
ſubmit, until the Depredations increafing, the 
Merchants were forced to repeat their Appli- 
cation to Parliament in 1730. and then an 


1 


Addreſs to the Crown in general Terms was 
again voted, as had been done in 1728. and 
with the ſame Effect. Our Miniſters indeed 
were made ſenſible that ſomething ſhould be 
done, and they propoſed ++ that a Convention 
ſhould be made with Spain concerning theſe 

Our Miniſter at the Court of Spain ac- 
cordingly preſented a Project of a Declaration 
to Mont. Patinbo ; But finding that he ob- 
jected to one part of it, that prohibited 
Spain from authorizing their Officers in the 

dies to give Commiſſions for Guarda Cha, 
our ſupple Miniſter immediately ſubmits, and 
very readily preſents him with another Pro- 
ject, which in his Opinion we are told is en- 


611 ) 


* tirely agreeable to our Treaties, And. to the 
p- BY Orders that have been ſent to the e Indies. 
d, This laſt Project Mr. Patinbo ſaid would paſs 
&, with ſome few Alterations in the Expreſſions, 

and the Marquiſs 4e la Paz likewiſe approve 
he ed of it; what it produced we ſhall fee. pre- 
he ſently. 4 | 2 04 
his At this time our Miniſters inform Mr. 
hat Keene + © that far from the Diſorders ceaſing, 
ch- the Number of Spaniſb Privateers, or rather 
o Pirates, under the Denomination of Guarda 
he I < 2 increaſes daily ; and that the Gain 
li- which the Spantſo Governors in America * 
an make by countenancing theſe unlawful Prac- 
was il < tices, and ſometimes being themſelves Sharers f 
nd in the fiting out of thoſe Priwateers is ſuch a 14 
et Temptation, that unleſs the Court of Spain 1 
be © takes ſome more effectual Method, as by pu- 


< niſhing thoſe who have moſt notoriouſly of- 

eſe MY < fended that way, and making them anſwer- 

8 < able for the Dz/orders rex * com- 

ac- b mitted ps to hic Com- 

ion Wl <* mile or ub are dab Ln hee Ports 

ob- with Impunity, there will never be an End of 

ited the unjuſtifiable, any, as it too frequently hap- 

the MW *©* pens, barbarous Practices.” And about a | 

2's, Month after * they order him, to obſerve. to 

and the Span;/b Miniſters, that a Ship's having 

been employed in an unlawful Trade, is a 

<< Pretence that will always be alledged. He 

< is to put them in Mind of the undue and 

8 * Methods] uſed by the Cap- | 
+ D. of N. Lett. Nov. 18. 1731. JI3drts — | 
P. of N. Lett. Dec. 9. 1731. 
| C 2 * tors 
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* 7 Money or Goods on board, and the cajol- 


9 ed and puniſhed, and where it plainly appears 
« merce, the Order may be poſitive for Wan 


ters, leſt I ſhould be accuſed by thoſe unac- 


ed Neglect of our commercial Intereſt ? The 
Cedula granted in 1729 ought, as we have 


they were the very Purpoſes for which the 


Pretenfion to ſeize all ap. concerned in un- 
e 


* Ta) 
© tors to procure pretended Proofs of ſuch un- 
© lawful Trade as the putting clandeſtinely Span- 


ing ſome of the Crew, and even uſing Threats 
« and Torture to make them give falſe Evidence 
< againſt their Captains and Owners; and he is 
to inſiſt, that ſuch Practices may be prevent- 


* upon the State of the Caſe, that there 1s no 
* Colour for this Allegation of unlawful Com- 
« diate Reſtitution.” © v RN 

J have quoted the very Words of theſe Let- 


quainted with the Hiſtory of the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, of charging our Miniſters with 
Negligence too — 15 any Men who under- 
take the Conduct of the Affairs of a Nation. 
I fay Negligence, for is it poſſible that their 
inconceivable Ignorance could proceed from 
any thing but an utter Contempt, and a confirm- 


ſeen, to have manifeſted to them, that the 
Practices of the Guarda Cofta's were fo far from 
being Jrregularities in the Eyes of the Spani- 
ards,- as they are called in the firſt Letter, that 


were fitted out, in Conſequence of the 'Spani/ 


lawful Trade, and within the Limits prohibited 
by Laws and Treaties. The Infufficiency of 
that Cedula and the Continuance of the ſame 

11 5 Practices 
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Practices ought likewiſe to have convirichl 
them of this. But the Abſurdity of their firſt 
Letter will appear more glaring, if we exa- 
mine the ſecond I have quoted: This will fully 
explain what they mean by the Irregularities 
of the Guarda Cofte's ; this will ſet their Igno- 
norance and their Negligence in their full Light, 
and will demonſtrate - that they admitted the 
inſolent Pretenſion of 1 as a rene which 
could not be diſputed. 

This Letter ſays, that the undue and indeed 
barbarous Methods of the Captors, to put. clan- 
deftinely Spaniſh Money or Goods on board Brit 
1% Ships, and to cajole the Crew to give falſe 
Evidence againſt» their Captain ought to — pre- 
vented. The Spamards are far from denying 
it, and our Miniſters demand no more. They 
inſiſt upon this, and are fo unhappily ignorant 
that they inſiſt upon what ought never to have 
been demanded: For it is evident, and I ap- 

| to all Mankind for the Truth of it, that 
by this Demand, a Ship's haveng: Spaniſh M. 
ney or Goods on board, and ſailing within the 
Limits where the Crew are cajoled falſely. to 
ſwear that ſhe had failed, are admitted to be 
ſufficient Reaſons for ſeizing the Britiſb Veſſels. 
Theſe are the Crimes, the Irregularity i is in the 
Method of proving them. Why elſe ſhould 
we demand that this clandeſtine Conveyance, 
or this falſe 4 be 
the having on board, and the 
ſailing a Fre Te . to be Crimes, 


bez putting Spaniſh Money and Goods; —_— | 
+ 


ted? Were not 


(14) 
Money and Goods on board — be equal- 
y_ inoffenfive ; and the 1 ing to the 
Coaſt of Cuba or Hiſpaniola would be as inno- 
cent as coaſting — Jamaica. It would be 
ridiculous to in that the firſt ſnould not be 
clandeſtinely conveyed on board, or that the 
Crew ſhould not be cajoled to give falſe Evi- 
dence of the ſecond. And Mr. Keene's Letter 
of the 12 November 1732, ſhews that he under- 
ſtood our Miniſters as I do. The Spaniards ſtill 
inſiſted on their Pretenſion; but by that Letter 
Mr. Patinbo rake well cominced of the In- 
iency and Injuſtice 0 Proofs to con- 
FS Ships a thoſe 9 2 . Mo- 
ney, or of Quantities of the Produce of 
the King e Dominos in America be- 
ing found on board them, that he had already 
given Orders on that Head. Cargoes of theſe 
Goods then were prohibited; and bow ſhould 
the Quantity be known without vi/iting all Ships 
ſuſpected of carrying them? But the Anſwer 
of our Miniſters will ſhew their Opinion beyond 
all Poſſibility of Diſpute. In the Letter of Fa- 
muary the 10th 1732-3, they fay, © It is ex- 
22 to be wiſhed, that the Regulations 
propoſed might be ſettled, particularly bis 
« which Mr. Patinho has owned to be moſt juſt 
and reaſonable, that no Ship ſhall be condemn- 
ed upon the idle Pretence of her happening 
* to have a ſmell Quantity of Snuff and à feto 
Dollars on board, and therefore you will con- 
<.tinue your Inſtances for that Purpoſe, and that 
— «ſome effectual Method * be lad for keep- 
cc 1 


* 


(rg) 

ing the Guarda Ceſts's within due — 
« and to prevail with the Court of Spain f te 
* be ſo tenacious of their old Laws, or jealous of 
« facilitating an illicit Trade.” Such is the Opi- 
nion of our Miniſters. But it is plain the Prac- 
tices, the Irregularities, the Diſorders to be pre- 
vented and puniſhed, were the /earching our 
Ships and condemning them, for carrying any 
Goods or failing in any Part of thoſe Seas. And 
theſe Practices were not committed by the 
Guarda Coſta's only, they were committed by 
Spaniſh Governors and Judges likewiſe, and 
were commanded by the Spanrſh Miniſters.” 
In January 1732, a Month after the laſt of 
theſe Letters, Mr.“ Kerne tells us, that he 
talked in the moſt ſerious Manner to Monſieur 
Patinho. Well; now that the Ruin of our Mer- 
chants has made him ſerious too, we may 
perhaps for ſome Effect from his Negotiations. 
He ſhewed Monſieur Pat inbo, © that the tale 

« Excuſe of not having Autos, or the clopgin; 

« Clauſe, / there has been no untowful 

* merce, were ſo many Evaſions from doing us 
« Juſtice, and this laſt was dicrating Chicanes 
* to thoſe whoſe Intereſt in the Prizes made 
e ſuch an Encouragement unneoeſſary. 
Upon this ſerious and true Repreſentation 
Monſieur Patinho propoſed to give a general 
Cedula that ſhould order immediate Satisfac- 
tion for our Complaints, and that the & | 
Governors ſhould give Teſtimonies of all that 


paſſed, 


* Mr. K Lett. Jes. 42 z 1732. 


containing; ſays Mr. Keene, '** ſtronger and 


W What ſtrong and effectual Orders Mr. Keene 
Qulauſe it contained, which, touſe his own Words, 


paring the Date of his Letter, with the uſual 


or abuſe the Engliſh or any of their Ships that 


Any illicit Trade. This the Spaniardsgraciouſ- 


 aftually cerrying on an illicit Trade, the Spa- 


(16 ) 
paſſed.” And accordingly he gave a 'Cedula; 


< more effectual Orders than J have yet been 
< able to procure.” But I cannot get rid of the 
cc clogging.: Clauſe, the Exemption of which 
cc they ſay would give a Handle to the Gover- 
« nors themſelves to follow their Inclination to 
te follow a contraband Trade.” 


obtained by his ſerious Converſation, will ap- 
pear by the Cedula itſelf,, But why he appears 
fo exalted with ĩt notwithſtanding the clogging 


<< was dictating Chicanes to thoſe whole Intereſt 
<* inthe Prizes made ſuch an Encouragement 
ee unneceſſary, can only be gueſſed at by com- 


Time of the meeting of che Parliament in Eng- 
land. 
The Cedula is from dae King of Spain. to 


his Governors + in America. He commands 
them not to ſuffer any of his Subjects to moleſt 


ſhall ſail in theſe Seas, /@ long as they keep: in 
their proper Diſtances, and are not concerned in 


ly propoſed, and-our Miniſters joytully, accept- 
ed. But by the Acceptance of this very Ce- 
dula the Right of the Spaniards was again ad- 
mitted by our Miniſters in its full Force. If 
the Caſe of Exception had been only that of 


+ January 10.1732 | 
niards 
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z/ards would have been in the Right to make 
it, and we to admit it. But when they repeat- 
ed their general N and to that added, 

and we admitted, the Condition of" keeping A 
Diſtances, we not only admitted the general 
Pretenſion of the Spaniards, but the Ent 
Method by which they * Ne to make that 
Pretenſion effectual, by which they muſt 


inevitably render our Navigation and Trade i in 
ap- that Part of the World impracticable. It is 
bears ſelf· evident, that theSpontards might now, with 
ging WW the Appearance of Reaſon on their Side, ground 
ords, a Demand of preſcribing Limits to the Britiſh 
ereſt WW Navigation in the open Seas upon our Admit- 


tance of the Condition in this Cedila.' And I 
dare appeal to any Man-of Senſe and Candor, 
whether the fame Miniſters that have admittec 
one could object to the other. All we obtained 
by this Cedula was, the being ſtill amuſed with 
Orders, that the Engliſb ſhould not be abuſed. 
It was pethaps imagined, that this might im- 
upon our Merchants who thought that 
had been abuſed; hen the ' Spaniards 

d theit Navigation, viſited their Ships 
and confiſcatedtheic Effects; but /2arebing and 


— 


LC 


; onfiſcating remained in the Opinion of De 
cept- {Wipaniards, a Right not an Abuſe, If our 
Merchants therefore had flattered theaiblves 


th. any ——— from this Cdula, they 
WE | ſoon have been convinced of their Er 
60 211 
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to remedy all theſe Grievances, was ſoon after- 


the Britiſh and Spaniſh Miniſters at Sevvle, 


make ſome Obſervations upon it. 


_ Security to be 3 * any "—_ 
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wards concluded. It is called a Declaration, 
and was ſigned the 8th of February 1732, by 


By this Declaration it is agreed, that whenever 
any Spaniſh Privateers ſhall have Leave to fit 

* out for Sea, in order to prevent contraband 
* Trade, purſuant to the Laws and Ordinances 
* of the Indies, which have not been derogated 
from by the Treaties, they ſhall be obliged 
to give — in the Preſence of the Gover- 
nor of the Place from whence they ſhall fail, 
to be anſwerable for any Damages they may 
unjuſtly occaſion ; and in Default of ſufficient 
Security the Governors themſelves ſhall be an- 
ſwerable for whatever may happen. And his 
Britannick Majeſty promiſes to forbid and 
s * effectually to prevent his Ships of War from 
* conveying or protecting, under any Pretence 

* whatſoever, Ships carrying on an unlawful 

© Trade on the Coaſts of bis Carholich Majeſty.” 
This Declaration, being produced by the laſt 
1 of our Miniſters, deſerves to be conſi- 
dered with Attention. And I ſhall therefore} 


„ a a 


In the firſt Place it is very obvious, that the 
Stipulations here, general and weak as they are, 
concern only the Behaviour of the Spaniard 
in the Execution of their Pretenſion. It is 
therefore evident, that here the Pretenſion of 
the Spaniards is once more admitted; the only 
Reſtraint laid upon their Guarda Cofta's is to 


( 19), 
free. © they may umi occaſion ; but the Principle 
which 1s to decide what is unjuſt and what 


Gon, I not, is left unſettled, and therefore the pretend- 


vil ed Right of the Spaniards is left the unconteſt- 
Jed Rule of their Proceedings. 

Secondly, the Sparmards give no Security 
againſt ſuch perſonal Cruelties as they had ex- 
erciſed often on the Subjects of Britain; and 
in which the honeſt Merchants and Mariners 
had been treated like Pirates, by Spaniards who 
were themſelves Pirates; nay, by Subjects of 
Great Britain, who would be hanged for for- 


ſince employed by the Spaniards to commit 
theſe Depredations. | | 


admit of Regulations of which we know no- 
thing. The Laws and Ordinances. of the In- 
dies we know not what oy are, and the Spa- 
niards may make them ſpeak at any Time 
whatever Language ſerves their preſent Pur- 
poſe. ' We have ſeen by the Spani/b Cedulas, 
that theſe Laws pointed out certain 
Limits and proper Diſtances for our Naviga- 
tion, and we here expreſsly, ignorantly and 
© meanly conſent that the Guarda Cofta's ſhall 
act according to theſe Laws. 
Fourthly, Theſe Laws are not only a Rule 
unknown to us, changeable at the Will of the 
Spaniards, and 8 purely arbitrary; but 
a Rule which it is againſt the Laws of Nations 
c ro 224 the very Dictates of common Senſe to ad- 
mit. Becauſe, although when a Subject of 
D 2 | another 


mer Piracies if they came home, and have been 


Thirdly, by this Declaration. we ſolemnly: 


* — — 
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another Nation ' trades with them, and is in 
their Country, he is no Doubt to all 
their domeſtick Regulations, unleſs e 

from any of them particular ipulations, 
and he ought to be ſo, yet thoſe domeſtick 
Regulations ſhall not be extended to aſſect that 
Subject of another OR when he 1 ”s rc uy 
theirs: s. 

Fifthly, Not only our Miniſters edihitted this 
new, | unjuſt, and in its Conſequences ruimous, 
Pretenſion of the Spaniards ; but they 

from the only Meaſure they ever ſeemed in- 


clinable to take, that might in any Degree ap- 
Subjects of Great Bri- 


r favourable to the 
tain. To allow Spaniſh Men of War to cruize 
on our Merchant Men and interrupt our Navi- 
gation, was to give up ſcandalouſly the Intereſt 
and Honour of the Nation; yet to ſtipulate, 


that this ſnould be done by Men of War, un- 
Spain, in- 


det the Commiſſion of the King of 
ſtead of continuing to be done by Privateers, 
fitted out and commiſſioned by Spam ſb Gover- 
nors in the Weſt-Inies, might ſeem to carry 
ſome Regard to the good Treatment at leaſt of 
Britiſb Merchants and Mariners coneerned 
in this Navigation. This they did, or rather 
ma a Shew of doing: for they departed from 
it, as we have ſeen, on the firſt Difficulties made 
by the Spaniſh Miniſter, Patinbo; and rather 
than not have ſomething to amuſe Mankind 
at home, and get over another Seffion of Par- 
hament, they abandoned their fellow Subjects 
the: Sd and AU of Pirates worſe' 
3 than 


run upon them, they dee ne Peeneuos vf Au- 
thority ot. Right to exerciſe the' Hoſtilities 
commit, no no Plaee of Refuge 
to retite to, When t have cOmmitted them; 
thoſe, as real Pirates as theſe, are commiſſion- 
ed by Men ſomewhat worſe than Pirates, and 
who yet, to the Shame of Government, de- 
five from 4 Crowned Head the Authority b 
which they ſend ont theſe Robbery WEL - 
ſins to infeſt the Seas. e 
Hard as theſe Temas enn 
themſelves to every Man who comp 
Violences and Cruelties committed 
Guarda Cofta's under the Commiſſions given 
them by the Sganiſb Governors, with thoſe 
which we find” recorded in the Hiſtories of 
any modern or ancient Pirates. Cruelties in 
ſhort which can be parallel'd by nothing but 
what that barbarous Nation committed againſt 
the Indiam when they conquered thoſe Coun- 
tries; whereof no Teſtimony needs be 
ſought than that of Bartolomeo della Caſe and 
other Spaniſh Authors. Theſe Cruelties were 
ſtopt indeed when the whole Species of Na- 
tives in moſt of the firſt Settlements was almoſt 
deſtroy'd. After giving a Loofe, for more than 
40 Vears, to the Inhumanity of the Spam 
Nation, ſome Reſtraint was put upon it, and 
Charters in ſome Degree f vourable to. the 
ea BY | Indians 


bythe 


| 
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Tudians- were granted. The: Indians were left 
no. longer to the Merey of the | Spaniards. 
But the Subjects of Britain are left by the: 
Miniſters of Britain doubly. at Mercy, at the 
Mercy of the cruel Charadter, inſolentj Tem- 
per, and arbitrary Will of Saniſp. Governors 
who give the Commiſſions, and are to be 
Gainers by the Spoils, and of the Seum of 
all Nations to whom theſe Commiſſions are 
Fel and whom they let looſe to roh, to 

il, to murther, nay to torture. 
F "We have ſeen that our Miniſters were ſo for 
rom aſſerting the Right of Britain F 
the Preten fion of Shan, which —— ould 
have done in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt Terms, 
not only on the Avowal of ſuch a Pretenſion 
by the Spaniards, but on the very firſt Suſpi- 
cion that any ſuch Pretenſion might be ſer 
up, that they continued weakly — tamely 
to ſubmit to it. And we have obſerved that 
the Spaniards wanted no more. They had 
aſſerted their Pretenſion as a Conſequence of 
the Prohibition of all Trade with their Ame- 
rican Dominions, and they continued to act 
as if they had che Right to which they pre- 
tendet. | 

The Declaration, we have ſeen, was ſigned 
in February 1732. and in the Demands made 
by the Spaniſb Commiſſaries at Sevile 1 in T A- 
pril following, they formally inſiſted, that as 


. © the . ren, under Pretence of eig 
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« ts their own Colonies, carry on an unlawful 
© 'Trade to the 77 3 te. 7 1 Galleo 
and Regiſter Ships, their Ships faili oy 
© thoſe Seas ſhall dberve the Gurt 
to ſteer to avoid Hoſtilities. Hut to this 
mand we gave no Anſwer, and they were far 
from requiring any; for whilſt they were art- 
fully endeavouring to convert this Pretenſioh 
into a Right, every thing that had the Air of 


Acquielcence afforded Arguments for their 


Purpoſe. - 

We have and obſerved likewiſe, that the 
Treaties made by our Minifters were deſigned 
only to amuſe the Nation; and certain it is, 
they had no other Effect, determined no 
Diſpute, they concluded no Negotiation; and 
the Declaration we have here quoted reſembled 
in this reſpect the reſt of their Treaties. So early 
as in the Month of November * following it, 
we find Mr. Keene again applying to the Spa- 
ſh Miniſters for ſome Regulations to prevent 
the unjuſt Captures of our Ships for the future. 
A new / Seffion - approached, a new Treaty 
therefore muſt be put upon the Anvil, and 
the Negotiation muſt reſound into Britain, 
to drown the Cries of the Merchants, and to 
deafen the Ears of their Repreſentatives. Mr. 
Keene accordingly acquaints our Miniſters © that 


* Monſieur Patinho had owned the Tnluffici- 


© ency of /mall Quantities of Spaniſh Goods to 
5. red HN 5 "mou that hover be had 


ol . Aimee _y ©! an 
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 * inſiſted, on, ſomething more clear and. | 
tive, and had propoſed to Moni. e 
ſend fer a Cedula iſſued by the Queen M. 
_— 7-hes om pet eee 
ö 


before 
Cedula 
mentio 
Mothe 
that ev 


© the Guarda Clas were kept, within prop 

Limits, and prevented from interrupting tk 

* lawful Commerce of Nations in Amity, wit 
4 Spain; and that they ſhould together a 

it to the eſent —— Our Min 


ſters in the Letter of January 10. 1732»: 
of which has been 1 — wall M 


Keene | that he is not to be diſcouraged b 


* Difficulties from puſhing this Matter as ff In ti 

*-as he can, and from endeavouring at leaſt e fir 

« ger the. old Cedula revived, reh be navi 
2 | * tions to bave been iſſued for this purpoſe * dula 
Atze Fear 1670. be thinks that woud 7 
| | 8 faficient; and they add, © unleſs ſomethin Courſe 
| 8 of this Kind be done, it will be impoſſibl have '© 
to put an end to the Violenge and Rap 2 
< cxerciſed by the Guarda Cofta's.' | 4 — 

It is very obrious from theſe Letters tin, Could 

our Miniſters, as well as Mr. Keene, were u Autho 
| terly in the dark concerning the Cedula i gel ani 
| —. the Vear 1670. And it is not eaſy. ti miſſari 
| determine which was greater, the Abſaurdit the I 
i 5 and even. labouring to obtain in fcc 
ula, of the Contents of they wer n 
5 totally ignorant, or that Negligence, in baff . . 

ſo much ences Tide pt neir Connery 2 

from which alone could proceed their Ig — 


3 tone of the Oedala, whith bed bees ne 
_ n them by Admiral Saar, ſo lon 
| bafk before 


R. 
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before as the Month of April, 1732 *. The 
Cedula is no other than that which we have 
mentioned to Have been iſſued by the Queen 
Mother in 1674. and it is in purſuance of it 
that every Spaniſh Guarda Coſta in the Indies 
has been and is fitted out. But the mean Admiſ- 
fons of our Miniſters had already fo well adapt- 
ed it to the preſent Circumſtances, that the Spa- 
mf Governors had preſumed to give to their 
Corſairs a farther Power to take all the Embarca- 
tions of Strangers they ſhould find in or about 
their Ports and Rivers.  ' © © 
In the fame Letter of the 1oth of Fanuary 
we find out Miniſters of a ſudden alarmed 
with the following Expreſſion in the Ce- 
dula for Reſtitution of the Ship Woolball, 
That the Ship was not taken in any ſuſpefted 
WH Courſe of Navigation. This they defire to 
have explained, © becauſe it carries an Impli- 
cation that may prove of dangerous Conſe- 

* quence to the Brit;/h Trade in America. 
Could it be credited, if we had not their own 
Authority for it, that ' notwithſtanding the 
Spaniſh Cedulas, the Demands of their Com- 
miffaries, and the Accounts ſent home from 
the Indies, our Miniſters were till this time 
in mn what had been the Subject 
3 oy which they had negotiated ſo many 

WY cars? Vet ſo it is. And thus it appears 
that to this time, that is to the Year 1737. 
the Right of Great Britain, and indeed of 
Mankind, was never once aſſerted by our Mi- 
. Ada. 8. Lett. to Mr. Rory 28 A 1752. 
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niſters againſt the Pretenſions of the Span. 
ards ;. but their Pretenſions · were, in every 
Treaty or Act that paſſed between us, fortified 
by the unaccountable Policy of our Miniſters, 
as the Depredations made in Conſequence of 
them were fuffered, and in ſome fort allowed 
by the Inſtructions, whereby our Men of War 
were reſtrained from protecting our Trade, or 
making Repriſals on the Spanzards. 

It cannot be wondered at, therefore, if from 
that time forward the Spaniardi continued to 
exerciſe the ſame Tyranny in thoſe Seas. Upon 
ſeveral particular Occaſions indeed Repreſenta- 
tions were made from hence; but the fame 
Fallacy being ſuffered to continue, no, Repara- 
tion was or could be obtained. The Fallacy 

mean, is this : The Spaniards juſtified their 
Proceedings by objecting illicit Trade, and 
by begging the Queſtion, while they ſup» 
poked that they had a Right of ſearching and 


taking our at Sea, in order to. prevent 
this illicit 2 We on the other hand ne- 


ver had the Senſe or Courage, at the ſame Time 
that we own'd their Right to prevent this 
Trade as far as they could on their own Coaſts, 
in their own Roads and Harbours, according to 
the Tenour of Treaties, and by Reſtraints on 
their own Subjects, according to the Laws 
and. Ordinances that had been or ſhould be 
made by them; we never bad the Courage, 
Lſay, to deny peremptorily that they had any 

ight, even in order to prevent illicit Trade, 
or under any other Pretence whatſoever to — 

tac 
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tack the Ships of Britain, or interrupt their 
Navigation, at Sea, Such an expreſs Denial 
had reduced N — 
taken awa Equivocation, and ſav 
laborious oy ors a great deal of uſeleſs — 
filly Trouble, For want of it nothing was 
done nor could be done towards removing this 
Grievance. Our Miniſters continued: to be 
| amuſed by the Spaniards,. and our Nation to 
rom be bantered by our Miniſters. | 
d toll When I object to the Impropriety of the 
pon Means uſed by the Spaniards to prevent illicit 
nta: Trade, and argue for confining them to ſuch 
8 as are preſcribed and immediately im by 
ara- the Trea of 1670, I have even the Opi- 
lacy nion of t the Spaniards themſelves on my Side. 
heir 1 have at pinion of the Governor 
andi of Porto Reco , le any BO Ki 
ſup · the King of Spain, that he cannot obſerve his 
and * Orders, u eſs his Majeſty be pleaſed to de- 
rent © clare, whether the E 12155 and Dutch Veſſels, 
ne- © the Privateers meet ih not trading on the 
ime © Coaſts of thoſe windward Iſlands, nor at An- 
this * Chor ns 2 pe panty 8 whether 
or not are loaded with ſuſ oes. 
* By reaſon that the Seas near theſe Lande be- 
* ing the Rout of theſe Nations from one Colo- 


ny to another; it ha they are obliged to 
be ſtop on theſe , Either on account of 
bad Weather, or loſing their Way, and in 


: purſuing their Voyage they are taken, and in 


on. Puerto Rico Len. to Richard Lol, Fu 14. 1732- 
E 2 their 
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© their Proſecution rendered doubtful, the Go- 
© vernor being preſſed thereunto by his Majeſ- 
© ty's repeated Orders for encouraging Cruizers 
© againſt Pirates and unlawful Trade ; and as 
to what concerns the Engiiſb, to remit thei 
© Cauſes to the ſupreme Court of the Indies, 
< which is a known Prejudice to the Priſoners 
© themſelves, their Veſſels and Cargoes being 
< depoſited in ſuch Caſes till the Royal Deter- 
* mination ; to which may be added that ſome- 
times no Priſoners are brought in, and in 
* many others the Cargoes conſiſt in Species 
© not vendible in theſe Iſlands, particularly on 
© the Coaſts.” And the Governor of Cartha- 
yena in his Letter to Admiral Stuart F, ſays, 
I neither have nor will grant any Commil- 
© ſions for cruizing ; for my Mind hath always 
directed me to be jealous of introducin 
them, appointing ſufficient Guards by Lan 
© and not by Sea, in Conſideration of the Con- 
F ED ariſing from ſuch Proceedings. 
o confirm the Opigion of the Governor of 
Carthagena, and to ſhew that the true Way 
of preventing illicit Trade in thoſe Parts is to 
appoint ſufficient Guards by Land, in order to 
reſtrain the Spaniards from it, which the King 
of Spain may lawfully do, inſtead of ſending 
out Privateers, under Pretence of preventing 
this Trade, to interrupt the Navigation of other 
Nations, - which neither he, nor any Prince on 
Earth has a Right of doing; it may be proper 


I + Fah 16. 173% 
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TS 
to quote a Letter of Admiral Stuart I wherein 
he gives an account of a Guarda Cofta, © who 
had ſtopt and ſeized an Eng/i/h Veſſel, but 
had paid the full Value both of the Sloop 


* and of the Cargo.” This Method of ſupply- 
ing a Spaniſh Colony with European Goods 


without the Help of the Flotas, Regiſter Ships, 
or Galleons, 7 

to carry on the very Trade of which the King 
of Spain complains, or Methods ſomething 


like it, are not perhaps entirely new. But it 


muſt be owned that this Guarda Cofta, and 
other Spaniards who take ſome ſuch clandeſ- 
tine Methods of ſupplying themſelves with 
European Goods, do not trade with the ſame 
Advantage that the Span;/þ Governors in the 
Weſt Indies generally do. The former pay, 
theſe never pay for the Merchandiſes they in- 
troduce into the King of Spain's Colonies. 
They receive them neither in Galleons nor 
Regiſter Ships; but they ſupply their People 
ſo plentifully by their Depredations, that ac- 
cording to late Accounts, the Trade from Old 
Spain can no longer be carried on to Advan- 
tage. Admiral Stuart is therefore juſtly ſur- 
prized at the Conduct of this conſcientious 
Guarda Cofta ; and yet I believe the Mariners, 
whoſe Veſſel and the Spaniard paid for, 
would have thought themſelves but little oblig- 
ed to him, if the Boat which he gave them 
had, notwithſtanding his Cautions to them to 


- + Lett. to Mr. Burchett, Aug. 2. 17. 


* avoid 


of forcing the Hritiſb Ships 


+ hes. — — ore mow 


not juſtify him for 


(30 
avoid his Countrymen, been afterwards met 


and confiſcated by another Guarda Cofta, for 


topping on the Spaniſb Coaſt, or having on 
— the very Pieces of Eight which the firſt 


Guarda Coſta had forced on them. 


Tbe Sum of all this is; if there be an illicit 
Trade carried on, the King of Spain's Sub- 
jects are the Tempters, the Subjects of other 
Nations are but the tempted. To what ar- 
bitrary Power then does not the Catholick 
King pretend, when he exerciſes a Power, and 
ſeverely too, without the Authority of any 
Treaty, over thoſe whom he can have no 
lawful Power over, out of his Dominions, but 
what ſome Treaty gives him, and when he 
might more effectually ſtop: the illicit Trade 
he complains of, by exerciſing the lawful 
Power which he has over his own Subjects? 
He may deal with them according to the full 
Extent of his Prerogative ; he muſt deal with 
other Nations according to the Tenor of Trea- 
ties, and aſſume no more Power over them 
than what the Treaties, to which they have con- 
ſented, give him. The Loſſes, or the Incon- 
veniencies, which he cannot prevent by k 

ing within theſe Rules, would be ſmall; but 
it they were more conſiderable, they would 
departing from Rules 
that the Laws of Nations, and the com- 
mon Conſent as well as Intereſt of Man- 
kind, render ſacred ; theſe: Principles are ſo 
plain and ſo certain, that J believe no Court, 
except that of Spain, would preſume; to act 


in 


— 
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net act in Defiance of them ; and T have the Sehe 
for of every Man both at Home and Abroad for me, = 
on when I affirm, that no Miniſters of any Court | 4 
:rſk except ours would ſuffer that of ow to a& .. = 
in that manner, But I return to the Deduc- i] 
tion I had begun. W e pn, 4324 9 
Our Miniſters themſelves were at laſt made 
ſenſible of the miferable ſituation into which 
their Ignorance or Connivance had reduced 
us: But they continued to complain of the 
Exceſſes of the Guarda Cofta's ; they were ſoig-, 


norant as to mention the Regulations about vw „ 
. . £ - 2 D q r 
ing in the Treaty of 1667, as extending to : | 

our Commerce in America, as well as in Europe: | 


They demanded that /ome Moderation might be | 
uſed by the Spaniards in the Exerxiſe of their 4 
injurious Pretenſion ſo long ſubmitted to, and 
they thought of Compounding to have it /oftened: 
They would even have 4e this Compoſition, in 
a caſe where all Compoſition muſt be deemed” 
ſcandalous as well as ruinous, to the Option of | 
Spain; for they “ defired that the Guardez 
© Cofta's Commiſſions (which are given by the 
© Spaniſh Governors) ſhould either be abſo- 
© lutely recalled, or ſo limited as not to leave 
them at Liberty to act in this manner,” That 
is in Effect they deſired, that at Jeaff ſomewhere. 
the Britz/h Ships might fail without Danger, 'Y 
that /ome Limits might be given, /ome Fr 4 
antities of American Goods licenſed, "ome —_— 
Trade in America allowed, and that a Sante ö 5 3 
Cedula might (inſtead of a Convoy) ſecure the, 1 
D. of IN. Lett. Der. 19. 7737. e 4 
| Britiſh | T4 
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Britiſh Ships in their Paſſage from Britain toll Fo. 
her Colonies. And what is this but to acknow-IW fur 
ledge an abſolute Dominion in the Crown of I tor 
Spain over the American Seas? The King of obt. 
Great Britain muſt have ſubmitted in this Caſe WW a m 
to ſuch an Indignity in the Weſt Indies, as pri- the 


vate Merchants, Britiſb and Dutch,would heyer I Tra 


ſubmit to in the Eaſt Indies, when the Portu- ty b 
gueje above a Century ago pretended to ſuffer no miſi 
Navigation there except under their Paſsports, Tin 
Yet thus our Miniſters proceeded, and kne 
which is almoſt incredible, after they had nati 
confeſſed that they knew the Spaniſb Complaint flipt 
of illicit Trade was an evaſive Anſwer only; poſe 


and after that they had /amented, that in all»... 


the Spaniſh. Cedulas, there was no getting rid to t 
of that clogging Clauſe. A clogging Clauſeſ g, 
indeed it had proved in the Reparation juſtly 
due to our Merchants: A Clauſe, which our 
Miniſters might have perceived (as every body 
elſe did) had dende all the Cedulas obtain- 
ed, in particular Caſes, ineffectual, and muſt 
continue to do ſo, as long as the Point, upon 
which the whole Diſpute turned, remained 
undecided. 

But this is not all; ſomething more mon- 
{thus remains to be told. The Expedzent: 
they propoſed were pitiful and mean, . diſho- 
nourable and deſtructive. But the Admiſſion 
they made by their Declaration in 1732. was 
worſe. No Enemy of Great Britain would 
have urged any thing more to our Diſadvan- 
tage, in the -Courſe of ſuch a Negotiation 


(33) 
For in that Declaration, (as if they meant to 
furniſh new Reaſons to the Spaniſh Miniſter 
to refuſe, what they lamented they could not 
obtain) they not only admitted formally that 
a moſt notorious illicit Trade was carried on by | 
the Britiſh Subjects in America, but that theſe | 
Traders were protected in this Breach of Trea- 
ty by the Britiſb Ships of War. Such an Ad- 
miſſion could not have been made at any 
Time, nor in any Manner, by Miniſters who 
knew what they were about, and who, had a 
national End in their Negotiation; or if it had 
ſlipt inadvertently from them, yet as the ſup- 
poſed Protection of Britiſb Ships of War to 
Britiſb Smugglers could not be more injurious 
to the Spenzards than their Pretenſion is to the 
Britiſh fair Trader, and to the Freedom of 
our Navigation, the Prohibition of the Firſt 
ought to have been attended at leaſt by a Diſ- 
avowal of the Second. Nothing of this Nature 
was done. Our Miniſters gave up the Cauſe 
of their Country, often; they aſſerted it, 
never. "ret 
However, at laſt, in Fanuary 1747-8, 

perceived or ſeemed 33 - fire 
Ridicule of the Sani] Complaint, a was 
urged for a Reaſon to fupport the Pretenfions 
of that Crown. They complained then ſ, *that 
* the preyenting the Britiſh Subjects from car- 
* rying on an illicit Trade, was made a fort of 
Condition of the King of Spain's not ſuffer- 
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ing Ships, acting by his own Commiſſions, to 1 
ſeize, plunder and detain Britiſb Ships, which this 
bad ie been concerned in carrying on any T 
_ * illicit Commerce.” Now to make that a Con- W 1.. 
dition of not interrupting our Navigation, was WW vou 
to uſe this Nation as the moſt impotent State WW fecti 
never was uſed by the moſt powerful.” To WW cn; 
demand it at all was not leſs ridiculous, than WW can 
if we ſhould demand of the Court of France Ind 
to hinder the Smugglers from infeſting our I his 
Coaſt. But to inſiſt upom it as the Court of Subj 
Spain had done, ought to have convinced our grac 
Miniſters long before, of what they were at e gb 
laſt forced to own F, © That they have little ill « pr 
Hopes of engaging the Spaniardt to ſet afide i « yo 
the Methods that have been hitherto followed m. 
in Conſequence of thevriginal' Laws en Inſti- * 
tic of the Indies ** 
Ins this Manner was Britain, who had Yer © fut 
lately one of the moſt ed Powers in tio 
Europe,” negotiated by | her Miniſters into a T 
Deſpair of recovering, from one of the weak. the 
eſt Powers, the plaineſt and moſt eſſential of I an A 
her Rights. And to this Condition were Af-¶ to th 
fairs reduced, when our Merchants (wearied I the! 
out with continued Vexations, and almoſt T 

' ruined by their Sufferings) applied once more if beco 
to Parliament, repeated once more what they long 


had explained in 1728 and in 1730; and in- 
forced the Whole by producing a long and 
8 Catalogue of their Loſſes. of 
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Loet us nom ſes what has been the HHH4 of 
this Application 
The Parliament once more 1 *; an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, to uſe his Royal Endea- 
vours with his Catholick Majeſty to obtain ef- 
fectual Relief for his injured Subjects; and to 
convince the Court of Spain, that his Majeſty 
can 10 longer ſuffer ſuch conſtant and repeated 
Inſults to 4 carried on, to the Diſhonour of 
his Crown, and to the Ruin of his 
Subjects. To this Addreſs his Majeſty was 
graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer, I am fully ſen- 
0 * fible of the many and unwarrantable De- 
ations committed by the Spaniards, and 
* you may be aſſured I will make Uſe of the 
moſt proper and effectual Means that are in 
my Power, to procure | Juſtice and Satisfac- 
tion to my injured. Subjects, and for: the 
* future Seentity of their Trade and Naviga- 
tion. 
The Houſe of Lords — likewik taken 
the Affair into their Conſideration, preſented 


an Addreſs to his Majeſty, more explicit, but 


to the ſame Effect, and received an ee to 
the ſame Purpoſe, tro 3 
The Preten fon of the Spaniards vas now 


become not only too plain to be winked at any 


longer, but was grown up into a ſuppoſed 
Right which they aſſerted as directly as they 


could aſſert any the molt undiſputed Right be- 
longing to their Crown or Nation. The Span- 


* March 30. 1538. 
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2% Miniſter, Monfieur De La Nauru, in his 
Anſwer + to a Memorial ſent from England 
with a Multitude of Cafes of Ships lately taken 
by Guarda Cota's, openly aſſerted, that theonly 
* Navigation the Brief Subjects can claim, in 
* the Weft-Indies, is that to their own Colonies, 
* while they ſteer 2 due Courſe, and that their 
l Ships are liable to Seizure and Confiſcation, i, 
it can Te oved that they have changed their 
* Rout without Neceſſity. This Pretenſion, 
the Child of our compliant Miniſters, appeared 
now ſo terrible in its full Growth, that it 
frightned its Parents: In the Draught of a Let- 
ter * laid beſore Parliament, as intended to be 
ſent to the San * Miniſter, our | Miniſters 
complained of it as © a moſt extraordinary and 
< inadmiſſible Demand, not to be ſ even 
on the Suppoſition of the Sovereignty of SparnW 
in the American Seas. But ſuch a Dominion, 
they faid, was what the King of England 
Predeceſſors never knew, and wy: he could 
© never ſubmit to. 
When the Matter was poco to this Iue; 
when the concurrent Senſe of the King, the 
Parliament, and the Nation, was declared 
againſt the Pretenſion of the Spaniſh Court, 
fo long connived at, and favoured by ours, and 
in Truth againſt the very Principle and Me. 
thod of Negotiation, which our Miniſters hal 
hitherto purſued, a powerful Fleet was fitted 
outʒ our firſt Miniſter declared that eve 5 


ſhoukc 
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be athamed to negotiate any longer; rhe 
People in r | 
the Nation would recover, ; what the Puſilla- 
nimity of the Adminiſtration had loſt. How 
could they believe otherwiſe ? The 'plaineſt 
and the ſtrongeſt Inſtructions were laid down 
for the Conduct of our Miniſters: in the Ad- 
dreſſes of the two Houſes, and in his Maje- 
ſty's Anſwers, Who could believe after all 


W this, that they would venture to reſume in any 
their former Conduct, and dare to 
amuſe and banter Great Arſon ates mend 


Event has made it 
reſolved to reſume hi 
duct in Oppoſiti 
Houſes, And the Promifes of his Maſter, even 
at the very Time that theſe Addreſſes and Pro- 
miſes were made. What elſe could he mean 
by giving a N 
Parliament to e Bill deſigned to take Place 
in Caſe of a War, for the E of 
the Britiſh Seamen ? What elſe could he mean, 
by ſending a Fleet into the Mediterranean, 
where it muſt be, as it was, uſdef, and 
therefore ridiculous, inſtead of ſending it into 
the Weſt-Indies, where it might have driven 
the Guarda Cofta's into their Ports; — 4 
tected our Trade; have taught the 
once more to reſpect the Britiſb F 
have ſecured the Suceals of ſuch Negotiation 
as 


* 


> i. ho 
* 
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as the Parliament deſired, the King promiſed, 
the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation de- 
manded? Theſe ugly Symptoms gave early 
Suſpicion to many Perſons, that Meaſures 
would be altered rather in Appearance than 
Reality; and that the ſame Projects of Amuſe- 
ment and Banter would be continued. But 
the generality could not perſuade themſelves 
that the Miniſters would neglect an Opportu- 
nity of retrieving their former Errors by exert- 
ing an honeſt Vigour in the Cauſe of their 
Country, when the Men who uſually oppoſed 
them, had been the firſt to ſtrengthen their 
Hands, and had pawned themſelves to ſupport 
them in it. They imagined that the private 
Intereſt of the Miniſtry would coincide upon 
this Occaſion with the national Intereſt, and 
flattered themſelves therefore that the latter 
might be purſued. They ſaw that in puſhing 
a Meaſure which the whole Nation deſired, 
the Miniſters ran: no Riſque, who they thought 
might run ſome in continuing, after all that 
had paſſed, to act againſt it; but the Miniſters 
thought otherwiſe, and we have ſeen hitherto 
that they judged right. They depended on a 
Reſerve they had often tried, and knew that 
the Court of Rome is not the only Tribunal in 
the World where Abſolutions are to be had 
for Crimes, that it would not be ſo. eaſy to 


obtain the Permiſſion of committing. Thoſe 


who had oppoſed their Meaſures, and foretold 
the Conſequences of them, were willing to 
ſacrifice their Prejudices to the Publick, and to 


(39) 


eg, | 2fiſt them to recover the Game they had loſt 
abroad, as well as to acquire, in one Inſtance 


ly at. leaſt, the Reputation of good Government 
_— at home : But the Miniſters would ſacrifice 


nan | Pothing, not even their Blunders to the pub- 


ife- lick. Whatever Party they took, they thought 
But their Power ſecure, and this great Point bei 


ng 
Ives ſettled in their Minds, they reſolved. to gratify 


to- their Humour and indulge their Habits, a- 


ert⸗ I gainſt the Intereſt, the Honour, and the una- 
called Declamation, or Invective. It is a true 


prove it to be ſo. The Summer was ſpent in 


tinued their Depredations with great Activity, 
and the Winter was o with the News 


the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain. 
The Contents were with great Induſtry con- 


made by the Court of Spain retarded the = 
change of the Ratifications, and it was re 
that theſe Difficulties related-only to 
fairs of the South Sea — at that 2 
ſaid to be included in the Convention. The 


meet; but when the appointed Day came, it 
was farther pro 
the Expedient found for adjuſting 


nimous Bent of the Nation. Let not this be 
Repreſentation of Facts; what follows will 
Inaction on our Part, for the Spaniards con- 


that a Convention been ſigned between 


cealed; it only tranſpired that ſome Difficulties 


Parliament was by Proclamation appointed to 


rogued for a Fortnight, that 
the Difficul- 


ties which had ariſen might be carried into 
Execution, and the Convention might be rati- 
fied, before the Opinion of the Lords * ö 
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. Gon,” but theſe by the Convention, which wa 


who bad filled the loweſt Forms of Buſineſi i 


When the — didn ant, 1 Con- 
vention retained ſtill a Secret. His Majeſty's 
was indeed ſuppoſed to contain an exad 
Account of it, and all that was to be expected 
from it, and Mankind was ſurprized to find 
no more. ' Limits and other Reſtraints on 
aur Poſſeſſions, Trade and Navigation had 
been talked of: And every Body expected that 
fame Expedient at leaſt would — been found 
to curb the Infolence of the Guarda Cofta's. 
Thoſe who thought the worſt of our Miniſ 
ters expected this. But there appeared no ſuch 
Thing. The Commiſſaries appointed by the 
Treaty of Sevilè had rendered a Reference tc 
Commiſſaries completely ridiculous. No Matter, 
a Reference was made again, but it was made 
this Time to tentiaries, and the boaſtec 
eſſential Difference between: theſe and the for 
mer was, that thoſe were named by Commit 


by the Way, * of Form, the leis regul 
Method of the two; nor is it eaſy to conceive 
why: this Method was taken, unleſs we ſuy 
poſe that the Miniſter who had laid the Faur 
dations.of much dirty Work, by the Conyen 
tion, was reſolved 10 fix the e 
by the fame. Convention ſigned, ſealed : 
ratified, in Hands that were fitteſt for it, t 
Hands of two of his Creatures, little 


that-very.Country ; who were quite unfit to in 
<1: | po 


(4). 

poſe on the Pride and Obſtinacy of the Spaniſ 
Court, or to conduct a Negotiation of fo great 
Importance : The firſt Men in Britain would 
have been but equal to ite. | 

As every Body expected that had the inſolent 
Depredations of the Guarda Cota's would be 
immediately checked, ſo Nobody I believe ex- 
pected that any Convention or Treaty would 
be ſigned, in which there was not ſufficient 
nor even plauſible Repggation of paſt Injuries, 
nor any effectual nor ſeeming Proviſion ſtipu- 
lated againſt future Injuries of the fame Kind. 
Yet thus it was. A*paltry Sum of Money 
was promiſed in Satisfaction of paſt Injuries ; 
our Security againſt futureTnjuries was referred 
to a ſubſequent Negotiation ; and during the 
Term of eight Months given for this'Negotia- 
tion, our Merchants were abandoned to the 
Mercy of the Spaniards, that is, they were 
left to be ſtopped, rummaged and robbed as 
they had been for ſo many Years before, This 
appeared bad enough at a firſt: View; but it 
appeared ſtill worſe at a Second, when this Re- 
flection preſented itſelf, that by conſenting to 
treat on the Spaniſb Pretenſion, inſteadof aſſert - 
ing peremptorily our Right in Oppoſition to it; 
and by leaving our Merchants expoſed to the 
ſame Depredations during this Treaty, we fell 
again into the ſame Fault that the Miniſter 
had perſiſted in, before the Addreſſes of Par- 
liament and his Majeſty's Anſwer: Whereas it 
was againſt this very Fault that we expect- 
ed to be ä ings, 1 

TH. | | c 
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elſe we muſt have expected nothing from 


them. 

In this Light the Convention to 
every Man, who ſuppoſed it to be, what his 
Majeſty in his Speech ſaid it was, and what 
it afterwards proved. The modeſt Father of 
this Child continued however to own it, and 
to praiſe it. He publickly declared, that he 
bad never read ſo good @ Treaty; that every 
favourite Phraſe * ontained in it; that the 
Captures wine bf by S 9225 were confe ;fed to be 
RED q and that there was not 4 Grievante 
to be named that was not to be redreſſed. Yet 
he ſtill delayed to make it publick, or even to 
lay it before the Parliament, and in the mean 
time prevailed to have every Paper refuſed that 
was thought neceſſary to ſet it in a full and clear 
Light; ſome becauſe they related to Affairs 
not yet concluded; others becauſe the Affaits 
to which they related were already concluded; 
ſome becauſe, as he aſſerted, they were not 
neceſſary to give Information; others becauſe 
they could be of no uſe to thoſe who would 
approve the Convention ; and others again be- 
cauſe they could only be of uſe in caſe the 

Convention was condemned. 
At laſt this favourite Piece was produced 
and publiſhed, and the Perſon, what a little 
before had taken all the Honour of it to him- 
| ſelf, began now to aſſume but a Share of it, 
') ; tho he declared: ſtill that it was a good Trea- 

| 

| 
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ty, and publickly aſſured the Gentlemen who 
5 n otherwiſe, that "oy ſhould beleft at fall 
3 | d Liberty 
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Liberty to proceed on the Conſideration of it 
in their own way. It appeared very ſoon af- 
terwards that ſome Papers were neceſſary to 
give Information; that the Convention, as it 
was produced and publiſhed, ought not to. be 
conſidered. ſeparate from an Act which had 
not been produced nor publiſhed ; but was 
the Condition without which the King of 
Spain would not have conſented to conclude 
and execute the Convention. When this Act 
ame unexpectedly toLight, it likewiſe appeared, 
that ſome Papers, altho included in the Queſ- 
tion, to which a Negative had been given, 
would be of uſe to thoſe who deſigned to ap- 
prove the Convention, and therefore Extrats 
of Letters were laid before the Parliament, 
together with the Declaration ſigned by Mon- 
ſieur de 1 Quadra relating to the South Sea 
3 Letters relating to the ſame Sub- 
— among the Papers, after- 
—— ed for from the Jouth Sea Company, 
and they preſenting Copies of them, it then 
appeared, that tho Extras might ſerve to 
get the Convention „ Copies endan- 
— its Condemnation. 

Altho I would not be too — my 
ed Obſervations, nor deſcend into any unneceſſary 
ttle Detail, yet I thought this little tricking Ma- 
nagement, deſerved ſome Notice. No Artifice 
indeed was neglected, and all that could be 
ca. done to Gn to diſguiſe, to palliate, and 
ho to divert was little enough ; every Day brought 


fall new _—_— to light, and raiſed a new Shi | 


rty G 2 


4 
| 


rit againſt the Convention. The Reference o 


the ſacrificing the South Sea Company was 


moſt diſadvantageous Treaty. * 


could they, ſince no Man could recalled 


only pretended to be excuſed by the Situatio 
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as ſoon 
our Rights was thought ſhametul, that of ou Turpit 
Limits dangerous; the Sum of Money promilMthe Fa 
ed by Spain was thought inconſiderable, and 


lookt upon as a moſt ignominious Price for ; 


'The Friends of the Convention, or rathe 
the Creatures of the Miniſter (for Friends a 
the Convention even among theſe I think 
there are none) found that the more it wa 
conſidered, the leſs it was approved; and thai 
altho they then prevented it from being full 
expoſed, yet they could not hinder it fron 
being univerſally condemned. How indee 


what he had expected from it, and what thi 
Friends of it had; confidently aſſerted to be i 
it, without feeling the ſtrongeſt Diſappoint 
ment, and the ſtrongeſt Indignation? The 
Gentlemen within Doors who had diſapproved 
of the Conduct which had brought our Righ 
into Diſpute, and of this Meaſure which -w: 
left in 
ſertin 
Spant 


inſult 


in which we found our ſelves from that Condu 

expreſſed no Impatience to condemn the Con 
vention, before it had been duly conſidered; ani 
weredefirous to proceed in the moſt folemn an 
deliberate Parliamentary Manner. They wer: 
deſirous to examine it Article by Article; and 
to ſet the Whole and every Part of it in tha 
full Light in which the Fautors of it boaſtec 
that they deſired it might be conſidere l. Bu 


4 
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ce 0 as ſoon as the Light began to increaſe, and the 


f ou Turpitude of the Brat began to ſtrike every Eye, 
omilMthe Father of it began to think it was time to 


ani remove this monſtrous Production of Igno- 
- walrance and Self-conceit, of narrow Views and 
Wnarrower Sentiments, as ſoon as poſſible, and 
as far as poſſible out of fight. He therefore, 
ho had declared that ſuch as were alarmed 
Wat the Convention, might proceed in their own 
ay to the Examination of it, now thought 
it neceſſary that they ſhould follow his. He 
named the Day for conſidering it, and inſi- 
nuated that the ſame Day ſhould decide it. 
Matter of this Moment to the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Nation, was to be huddled up 
in one Debate; a Matter thus complicated 
as to be decided in leſs time than would 
have been ſufficient for a due Examination of 
Wany one of the Parts. But this was rendered 
impracticable. The Merchants, the Planters, 
the principal trading Towns, -and the City of 
London preſented Petitions, repreſenting the in- 
ſecure Condition our Trade and Navigation was 
left in, the dangerous Conſequences of not aſ- 
ſerting our Rights, and the Inſolence of the 
Spaniards, who in the very laſt Summer had 
inſulted us with freſh Depredations. The Mer- 
hants defired to be heard by their Counſel, 
this was refuſed. both 'to them, and to the 
Owners of an Engliſb Veſſel, the Maſter of 
which was at that time a Priſoner in Spain. 
The Merchants were admitted however fo be 
heard by themſelves, and Captain Y. _ 
| w 
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who had. not otherwiſe been heard at all, at. 
rived juſt time enough from his Spaniſh Jail 
to inform the Houſe of Commons, that the 
very Spaniards made a Jeſt of our Submiſſion, 
and in Contempt called our Mariners the Gal: 
linas de la Mar, the Hens of the Sea, and that 
even the Tradeſmen amongſt them deſerted 
their Trades to go to Sea, is hunt the Engliſh, 

The Merchants having the firſt Day with 
great Energy repreſented their Diſtreſs and 
their Danger, the ſecond Day was ſpent in exa- 
mining, as far'as the Time would permit, into 
the ſhort Account, on the Authority of which 
it was pretended that the Sum promiſed by 
Spain had been accepted. But the Particulars 
of the Treaty were not to be entered into ſe- 
parately. The Queſtion to approve or diſap- 
prove the whole Convention was to be decided 
without loſs of Time, and in a ſummary Man- 
ner. A general Addreſs to the Crown was 
therefore pr the very next Day, Three 
ſuch Addreſſes had been already voted on the 
like Occaſions; gracious Anſwers had been re- 
turned to them all, and ſtill the Grievance con- 
tinued, nay ſtrengthened upon the Nation. 
But ſomething was to be done, and what elſe 
could be done? An explicit Approbation of 
this glorious Convention could not be expected 
from the moſt determined; a ſeparate Exa- 
mination of every Article it would not bear; 
nay an Addreſs confined to the Convention it- 
ſelf, an Addreſs that ſpecifically and directly 
approved the Convention might have mi ” 
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N to ed; or if it had been carried, they who: had 
Ja voted for it would have been left without any 
chen Colour to excuſe themſelves, and to amuſe or 

puzzle Mankind. Thanks to the Crown there- \ 
"Wore were the thin Leaf of Gold uſed to gild | 
his nauſeous Pill. Hopes and Aſſurances were 
added that our Plenipotentiaries would obtain 
hat in the Addreſs of 1737-8. had been 
pointed out to our Miniſters to inſiſt upon, and 
hat they were ſo far from having inſiſted 
pon, that it did not appear, they had once | 
demanded it. A Compliment to the Crown & 
ather than the Merits of the Convention, be- 
ame in this Manner the Subject of Debate, 
and though there could be no room for ſuch 
a Compliment on this Occaſion, unleſs the 
onvention was a good Convention, . yet even 
hey who thought it a bad one, caught at this 
Expedient of complimenting the Miniſter un- 

der the Vail * a Compliment 3 Crown, 
The Houſe of Lords e eir D 
dance, that in the Sor gp= the 9 
Regard would be had to the Rights of his Ma- 
jeſty's Crown and Subjects. The Commons 
declared their Reliance, that the greateſt Re- 
gard would be had to our Rights and Poſſeſ- 
ions. On whom did the one depend ; on 
hom did the other rely ? on the King. But 
ey had always the ſame Dependance and 
Reliance on his Majeſty. They had expreſſed 
it the Year before, when addreſſed to have 
he Negotiation put on true foot, and 
brought to a ſhort Iſſue by aſſerting our Right 

; to 


that time to give occaſion. of renewing” thi 


more ſtrongly than ever, by admitting it as 
Matter of Treaty, after the Senſe of the N. 


ſion meant this or they meant Nothing. Wh 
had preſumed to act againſt this declared Senſei 


the fame Parliament that contradicted thi 
| Senſe, and was built on Principles repugnan 
to it, or elſe was deſigned only to gain tim 


tiations, rather than interrupt the Eaſe, ruff 
the Mind, or endanger the Power of the Mi 
| niſter? It was the Miniſter bimſelf, it was he 


Convention, and who had the Front to make the 
 Panegyrick « of i it, but a few Days before he kne 
it was to appear. Was the as W: 

the 
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to a free Navigation, and rejecting the impu 


dent Pretenſion of the Spamards to ſtop and 
ſearch our Ships. What had happened find 


Compliment to the Crown? Had we aſſerte 
this Right? Had the Spanzards departed from 
this Pretenſion ? There was no Ground to a 
firm the firſt ; and as to the laſt, it was note 
rious, that the Spaniards maintained the ſam 
Pretenſion both in Word and Action, and tha 
we had not only once more fortified it, as we hal 
done for fourteen Years together, but much 


tion, of the Parliament, and even of the Crow 
had been declared againſt it; for ſo they hat 
been: And the Addreſſes of the two Houſe 
and the King's Anſwers in the precedgnt Se 


Who had preſumed to bring a Treaty befor: 


and to continue with great Diſhonour an 
Loſs to the Nation the ſame frivolous N ege 


who claimed to himſelf the Honour of this 
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the Reliance of the Parliament placed on him ? 
Could it be ex that he who had acted 
like the Tool of Spain, after the Paſſages of 
the laſt Year, would act like a Mioiſfer of 
Great. Britain this Year ? Could it be expeRted 
that the Addreſſes of this Year ſhould be more 
regarded by him, than thoſe of the laſt Year 
had been? And if they were not more regard- 
d by him, what Dependance, what Reliance 
did ce teach us that we ought to have? 
it Service could the Nation expect, on this 
Occaſion at leaſt, from a Man who had avow- 
d on the ſame Occaſion one of the moſt di- 
advantageous Treaties that ever was made, and 
oun 22 bad by his Conceſſions to Spain, put & 

out of his Power even to ſpeak the Lan 

hat a Britiſb Miniſter ought to hold? The 
candalous Conceſſions that have been made to 
pain in the great Point, that of her Preten- 
on to interrupt the abſolute and independent 
Freedom of our Navigation, may appear ſuffi- 
ently by the DeduCtion already made, But 
here are other Particulars into which it is 
proper to deſcend, becauſe they are cloſely 
onnected with this, and n to ſhew 
ow Great Britain is inſulted Abroad, and 
amuſed at Home in every Inſtance, the ſmall- 

ſt as well as the greateſt. 
The Spaniards had taken the Alarm upon 
2 Britiſh ** being ſettled in Georgia, a 
ract of Land lying between the Rivers Sa- 
anah and Allatamaha, to the South of Ca- 
ina, A Fort had formerly been built by 
us 
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us on this laſt River, on a Repreſentation from 
the Board of Trade ſhewing the Importance 
uf ſecuring our Poſſeſſion of it. "The Spaniſh 
Miniſter then in England had indeed com- 
plained, but our Miniſters in thoſe Days in- 
blted, and the Spaniards fubmitted, The 
Commander of the Fort however ſome Years 
after, without any Orders for fo doing, deſerted 
it, but his Condudt was difapproved, and Poſ- 
ſeſſion was again commanded to be taken. _ 
On the Occaſion of Mr. Ogltborpe's Re- 
turn to Georgia in 1736, to eſtabliſh the Settle- 
ment there, the Spaniards once more com- 
plained & of the Fort upon the Allatamala, and 
of ſome Hoſtilities ſaid to be committed by the 
People of Georgia againſt Indians under the 
Protection of the Spaniards. They went far- 
ther, they took this Opportunity of making a 
Demand not only of all Georgia, but of Care- 
lina likewiſe, except Charles-Town, our Poſſeſ- 
ſion of which they were graciouſly pleaſed to 
tolerate, ., Our Miniſters were fo far from in- 
fiſting, as had formerly been done, on our Right 
even to the Fort complained of, that when 
whole Provinces were thus demanded, they + 
humbly offered to refer the Matter to Com- 
miſſaties, although this was to admit, that an 
indiſputable Right was liable to Diſpute, and to 
give up a Point on which former Miniſters 
had ſet. the, preſent; Minifter an Example of 
prevailing: by perſiſting. The e Court 
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affected to delay their Anſwer. At laſt F't 
informed our Miniſters that the _y of N 
had no Objection to che e England's 
ſending Commiſſaries to Madrid to adjuſt this 
Diſpute, provided that the Conferences ſhould 
not continue longer than fix Months after the 
Nomination of the Commiſſaries; and that 
during that Time neither Party ſhould occupy 
the Territories and new Forts built ſince the 
Beginning of the laſt Century, which Forts 
were to be demoliſhed before the Conferences 
began. To this laſt our Miniſters juſtly re- 
plied, that it was demanding from the King, 
before the Commiſſaries met, all that could be 
demanded of him after they had decided againſt 
him. A convincing Proof, by the Way, that 
they themſelves underſtood our Right to whole 
Provinces, not the Queſtion concerning their 
Limits only, to be referred to the Commiſſaties. 


However, being 9 moon to negotiate, and 
never knowing how, n ling when they 
ought to decide, could not com- 
ply with this haughty Demand of Spain, they 


offered to ſuſpend the ſettling or fortifying 
the Colonies in Diſpute, and on this Condition 
the King of Spain agreed that we might ſend 
Commiffaries to his ſublime Port, with Powet 
to determine within fix Months. 

It was pretended, that by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, to which the Defeats even of this 
Convention were to be aſcribed, we had ſti- 

| $ March 27 
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pulated that or Limits with the Spaniards 
ſhould be ſettled ; but the 8th Article of that 
Treaty related manifeſtly, and even in the Opi- 
nion of our Miniſters, to the Encroachments of 
the French. To this Article the Treaty of 
1721 referred. But in the Treaty of Sevzle 
the adjuſting Limits was inſerted, among other 
Diſputes, in the Article appointing Britiſb and 
Spaniſh Commiſſaries. So that among other 
Advantages which the Treaty of Utrecht pro- 
cured, and laid the Foundations of procuring, 
and which the preſent Miniſters, who have 
been ſo loud in railing at that Treaty, have 
ſcandalouſly given up, and neglected to im- 

prove, this may be reckoned. The Treaty ot 
Utrecht opened very wiſely a Diſpute concern- 
ing the Encroachments of the French on the 
Spaniſh Colonies. The Treaty of Sevile open- 
ed very fooliſhly a Diſpute: between the 'Spa- 
mards and us concerning the Limits of our 
own Colonies. That the Diſpute concerning 
the Limits of our Colonies was thus firſt opens] 
ed appears farther from hence, that our- Mi- 
niſters did not exactly know what Limit 
would be diſputed ; for in the Inſtructions given 
to the Commiſſaries ſent to Sevile, they uk 
this remarkable Expreſſion, As to any Dif- 
* putes that may be ſubſiſting, or that may arik 
concerning the Limits of the reſpective Do- 
* minions in America, which ſo far as has yet 
© been repreſented to us may relate to thoſe of 
© South Carolina, &c. the Commiſſioners oi 
Trade will furniſh you with Accounts. 1 


3 
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that the Article of the Treaty of Sevile. 1 
not inſerted to adjuſt ald Diſputes only, wn 
open all our Colonies to the Claims of Spain, and 
all our Rights to tlie Diſcuſſion of Commiſſa- 


les. | | * 
I cannot h End likewiſe in this Place, 
that one of the Arguments in favour of the 
Convention, was the Shortneſs of the Term, 
the Term of eight Months in which our Ple- 
ni jaries were to finiſh, their Negotiation, 
This was ſounded very high as a conſiderable 
Point gained by our Miniſters, and it ought to 
be ſounded as high for a groſs and moſt noto- 
rious Miſrepreſentation, fince it appears from 
what has been faid, that when = adjuſting 
the Limits was referred to the Plenipotentia- 
ries, it became a Demand of Spain they 
ſhould conclude even within fix Months. 
The other Diſputes referred to them were 
ſuch as could not admit of two, Days inſtead 
of two Months Litigation; or ſuch as, if 
they rendered a Prolongation of two Months 
neceflary, ſhould not have been referred to the 
ſame Plenipotentiaries for the very Reaſon that 
they required a tedious Diſcuſſion. Such were 
the diſputed Privileges of the. Conſuls, Vice- 
Conſuls, and Merchants in Old Spain. Thus 
were our Poſſeſſions as well as Rights brought 
into diſpute, and yet the Miniſters were ſan- 
guine enough to — that by inſerting the 
Word Poſſeſſions in the Addreſs, ſome Perſons 
e intereſted in thoſe Poſſeſſions might 
induced under this thin Veil of Compli- 
ment 
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ment to the Crown, to extuſe the Conduct 
which brought them into diſpute by the Trea- 
ty of Seuile, and left them there by this Con- 
vention. The Expectations of the Miniſters 
were not diſappointed. Let us not be ſurpriz. 
ec at it. What room is there to be ſurptized 
that ſome Men ſhonld ſerve the Turn of a 
Minifter, when they can ſhelter themſelves 
under the leaſt trifling Pretence, whilſt ſo many 
others are ready to ſerve him at every Turn, 
without the leaſt Pretence, and at the greateſt 
Expence of their Country ? £4 

"Af the Convention deſerved (Gerifore, and the 
Miniſter who owned it Puniſhment, for what 
it did not determine, for leaving our Rights 
and Poſſeſſions in Dif) ute, and in Truth fot 
making them diſputab e, it was at leaſt as li- 
able to Ohjection in the ſole Point determined 

Vit. The Diſhonour and Damage accruing 

be Nenn: by conſenting to treat on the 
Freedom of our Navigation to and from the 
2 inſtead of aſſerting it as explicitely 
as ftrongly as we could aſſert that of out 
Navigation to and from the Mediterranean, or 
in our own Channel, are indeed of much 
ter Moment, than the Particular T am go- 
to mention, but this is of Moment too, in 
= of Difhonour and Damage both. A 
=" prac of Pact will Juſtify what I 

hate fai 


The Aſtento Contract we the Convietich 
Fat 16 being enumerated among the other 
Treaties in the firſt Article of this C an 
ne 


{8 


the Diſputes ſubſiſting between che Soath Sea 
Company and the Court of Madrzd might ſeem 
to be referred to the Plenipotentiaries, and tho 
rather, becauſe the Extracts of Papers which 
the Miniſter ſuffered to be laid —— Parlia- 
ment were ſilent on that Head. But the Pa- 
pers produced by the Company ſhewed, that 
the King of Cage had my refuſed to ad- 
mit any farther Negotiation concerning theſe 

Diſpute and that they were not referred, but 
determined in Fayour = Spain, in order to 
obtain this Convention. It was indeed aſlerts 
ed, That the Spaniſh Declaration concerning 
the Company had no more Relation to the 
Canvention wo it had to the Grand Alliance; 
But that Aſſertion was too daring for any Bo- 
dy but the Grand Aſſertor to make. His very 
Fiicnds diſowned it, and the Shame of it-was 
left upon himſelf, and the Declaration was ad- 
mitted by all, to be the Condition of our obtain 
ing the Convention. ho Nut 

The Court of Spain had for ſome Time in- 
ſiſted that the Dollars payable by the Company 
for the Duty on Negroes imported into-the 
Spaniſh We ladies, ſhould be paid at a higher 
Price of Exchange, than the South Sea Com- 
pany thought could be juſtly demanded. - That 
Court had likewiſe inſiſted, that the King-of 
Spain's Share of the Profit of the laſt annual 
Ship, which the Company had ſent to Ames 
rica, with European Goods, ſhould be immedi. 
ately paid, and upon the Company's not com- 
plying a _ y another annual _ _ | 


nan explanatory Plan was likewiſe ſent into 
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refuſed them. On the other Hand, the South 
Sea Company demanded of the King of Spain 
that their Effects amounting to a great Value 
ſeized on ſeveral Ruptures between the two. 
Crowns, and detained by his Officers in Amme. 
rica, ſhould be reſtored. Other Diſputes had 
likewiſe ariſen, but they were of leſs Impor. 
tance, and rather Difficulties thrown in to the 
former Diſputes, than Matters that of them- 
ſelves required a Convention to ſettle them, 

The South Sea Company therefore agreed 
in 1737. * with the Span; Miniſter at Lon. 
don, upon a Plan for adjuſting their principal 
Differences with the Court of Spain. This 
Plan was approved by his Majeſty here, and 
ſent into Spain to be ratified. By this Plan, 
the South Sea Company, upon a previous Con- 
dition that the King of Spain ſhould ſettle the 
Account of their repreſaliated Effects, and or- 
der the Payment of the Balance in a time to 
be limited, 70 the Sati faction of the Company, 
conſented, on their ſide, to ſettle the Account 
of the Negro Duties at the high Price de- 
manded, and to pay to the King of Spain his 
quarter -part of the Profit of their laſt annual 
Ship: it being underſtood that the Company 
ſhould for the future have full Cedulas fot 
their annual Ships. Some time afterwards + 


Spain, containing the particular Methods by 
which Satisfaction ſhould be given to the Com- 


Fus 30. 1737. +, Dec. 21. 1737. 70 


. this about he might think that nothing more 
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Keen mentions Reaſans on which the Ring of 
Spain had taken this Reſolution, and which 
were not hard to ſinda d well as an Expedient 
he himſelf had thought on, that had no Ef. 
fect. How indeed ſhould it? The King ef 
Spain had another Reaſon, and another View, 
which Kerne faw, no doubt, and ſeems to hau 
favoured. Tho' the King of Spain had datet - 
Company, to the Conceſſions he had © 

there was no need of ſuch a ſudden Declari. 
tion of 4 Reſolution ' to reſerve his Right to 
ſuſpend the Courſe of the Aſſiento, in caſe the 
Company did not pay within a ſhort Term the 
68, o .. due on account of the Dollars and 
the Profits of the Royal Caroline.” © But 2 
preeipitate Declaration of this Kind was pro- 
per and exceedingly well timed, if the King bf 
Hain intended to make his Advantage of the 
Neceſſity our Miniſter was undet of having ſome 
Gewgaw to ſhew to amuſe: to Mankind, and to 
get over another Seſſion, the ultimate End of 
all his political Projects. The King of Spain 


might expect very teafonably:: that he ſhould 
_ compel the South Sea ry, by this Me- 


thod of proceeding, to pay the Money he de- 
manded from them, — being obliged w 
bim, or to give any othef Security for the 
Payment of it, than the Profeſſions with which 
Keene endeavoured to amuſe them. IT bring 
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neceſſary than to declare in kw.” 
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— 22 or in the Ratification; of it, 
ä —— 

$5,000 &.:W, 
in n Laacten 75 the — 
on our Mf India Traders; and that if the 
Company refuſed to advance it, he would ex- 
erciſe the Right he had reſerved: of ſuſpend- 
ing the Aſſiento. That he tock tliis Method 
I make no 3 2 Circumſtances con- 
curring to Opinion. Intelligence 
from Abroad, and at. Heine; had led 
Men to believe — — had been 
at London in the Mon September, 
MED much I believe was owned at firſt ; 
but then it was ſaid that the Subſtance of ſuch 
= 2 Declaration as I have mentioned was con- 
tained in the Sponeſb Ratification/of. this Con- 
vention; and after this there appeated the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſectation imaginable of denyi 
that any ſuch Convention had been 
And when the Parliament met, a — 
ſigned in Spain in the Month of January was 
,/ with a Ratification in the common 
— this * a Declaration which 
ad made, an which 
was to have the E of, — and 
which was as valid to all the Purpoſes of Spain 
as any other, appeared neither in the Conven- 
tion nor the Ratification. A moſt i 
Expedient truly, and worthy of our Miniſter, 
tho ſome part of the Honour may be due, 
perhaps, to that able Stateſman bis Brother. 
* then rern of this Declara- 
2 tion 
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tion by the Spaniſo Miniſter to the Saur Sea 
Company, ſoon diſcovered the dirty Secret. 
A dirty Secret it was, and dirtily carried on, 
nothing could be more partial, more unjuſt, 
or more tyrannical than the King of Stans 
Declaration. In order to make a trifling Re- 
paration to 3 of our. Merchants Who had 
been plundered by his. Subjects, he declares his 
Royal Will to plunder ſome others of them 
himſelf; for to oblige the South Sea Company 
to pay his Demands without any Security for 
his Paymient of theirs, is to plunder and to 
rob. He preſcribes'a ſhort: Term for the Pay- 
ment to be made by the Company, and gives 
himſelf a Delay of four Months, inſtead of 
two, which were ſaid to have been given him 
by che firſt Convention; in ſhort, if his ar- 
bitrary Demand be not complied with, he 
threatens an open Infraction of the Treaty of 
Utrecht. To ſoften: this the Miniſter had aſ- 
ſerted with his uſual Veracity and Modaſty, 
that the South Sea Company might ſtill 

cced to negotiate at Madrid, and- that Heir 
Negotiation at that Court had been ſtopped 
only for want of their full Powers to their 
Agent. But this Aſſertion turned to his im- 
mediate Confuſion, for it was immediately 
proved to his Face, and even by Neene's Let- 
ter, that the King of Spain abſolutely refuſed 
to treat any longer with the Company; and 
inſiſted that they ſhould advance the Sum of 
Money, which, by the way, they had never 
owned to be due, but had offered as the u 
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of obtaining Juſtice from this Prince. By 
was given u an at Mercy, the 
— — and the: Miniſter, 
with whoſe Privity and Conſent the Spaniſh: 
Declaration had been made was avowed. In 
order to palliate the Sacrifice that was made 
on this Occaſion of common. Senſe, ſomething, 
was to be ſaid, and weak as that was, it ſhall 
be mentioned, that no Partiality, no. want of 
Candour may to this State of the 
Riſe and is of our Diſputes with Spar} 
and of the Conduct of our Miniſters. It was 
ſaid then, that the Declaration reſerved. only, 
the King of Spain's Right of fu the 
Aſſiento Contract, in Caſe he had any ſuch 
Right, and that our accepting of it ga ve him 
no new Right. But if our Miniſters denied: 
that Right, nothing could be more ridiculous 


„Acceptance was the meaneſt Trick to amuſe 
ro- the Court of Spain, or was the loweſt Quib- 
elr ble to impoſe upon the Britiſb Nation. Was 
the Right of ſuſpending the Aſſiento openly 
2 if it was not, the Nation, in whoſe 

acc ce Compan ſtood, was notoriou be- 
trayed. If it was Jenied, the Diſpute —_ muſt 
have been given up on the one fide or the 
other. Had the $ ds yielded, the Decla- 
ration would not — Had our 
Miniſters yielded, the Declaration would have 
been made, and it would have been concealed. 
It was made; it was concealed; nd 
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than accepting the Declaration. Either this 
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| Ms — up our Right or not, is tha 


It Was all we had obtained, and therefore it 


Ce) 
fon therefore we - have to doubt whether our 


not appear they ever aſſerted it. 

ww was 26 inn pon further, That tho Sti 
pulation of. :gi5,000 l | to be paid by Spin, 
ing in the Body of the Convention, the 
of Spain ſtood engaged ta pay that Sum, -whiats 
2 the Sourh: Sea: Co determined: upon 
the Declaration. The Engageinent of the 
Court of Spain was, by the Convention, abſo- 
hate, no doubt. That could not be denied, 
Bar it is as true; that if we ſuppoſe not with 
ſtanding the juſt Grounds of ſuſpecting the 
contrary, that our Miniſters did not agret᷑ that 
the 68,0004. ſhould make Part of the Snaniſb 
Payment; yet. it is evident, that as far as in 
them lay they favoured. the Court of Synin in 

Rer unjuſt Demand on the Saus Sen 
and ſuffered her to threaten; that ſhe Souls 
puniſh the Company by. violating her Treaties 
with the Crown of Great Britain. 
Tbe Nation then, although the South Sea 
Company did not comply, was to be paid the 
lurge ſum of 94,000 J. This 8um was turned 


every way to do Honour to the Convention. 


was every thing we wanted. It was paying 
Coſts of Suit; it was a Confeſſion that the 
ſeizing of our Ships was an Injury; it was full 
and ample Reparation for all the Loſſes of our 
rn and. it was an Eatneſt, that in the 
future Negotiation the Spaniards: would refuie 
us = pam But at the very: Time when the 

Spaniards 


iards ' in they muſt have- 

rarer ry or our undoubted Right to 4 
free Navigation muſt not hawe been "af 
ſerted by our [Mihifters. If it was 
and not , ſomething had been denied 
us, ſomething that Would be denied us again 3 
fince, — ein — that encburaged 
the Spaniards to it knew by Exper 
— the . ror Fs cond 
would more than reimburſe them for the 
whole Sum they advanced. But befides, it had 
more than once appeared; that this ſuppoſed 
neceſſary Connection between the Promiſe of 
Money and the Achnowledgment of Righes 
had no Foundation. The Spamardi had for- 
merly offered to compound for their'paſt Der 
predations by a groſs Sum} That Offer indeed 
came to noting, — 4 
by a Sum, in their ion too 4 
demanded; Every Cedula 
Reſtitution of any partieular Captiite, it matters 
not whether obeyed or not, was ſtill a ſtronger 
Confeſfion than any thing in the Cofivention 
could be. But the Spumi ar nor our 
Miniſters had ever eon theſe partieulat 
Cedula's as Confeſſions of the Injuſtice of the 
Spaniſh. Pretenſion in An . 
Confeflion- of that kind, if ir was one, was 
thetefore not a new ching obtained by the 
Convention. But chere is evidehtly ne Pre. 
tenco to ſay thavfuch a Confeffioti was even 
implied. The 8 maintained their 
Right to make Cuptures, but a”: 
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(56) 
for ſuch as were made unjuſtly, that is, Cap 
ture to which their Pretenſion did not extend 
Nay if an implied Confeſſion had been offered: 
by Spain, it thould have; been rejected [with 
Scorn, as a mean Subterſuge to avoid an open 
1 t of the Rig hts of the Nation, 
That full ce ample — was obtain. 
ed for out Merchants, was not long inſiſted 
upon; it. cauld in no Light be ſupported, 
The. Loſſes by the very Account given in to 
juſtify the Convention amounted to 343, 7 
Sterling, and by other Accounts to 
e 'To--fatisfy this Demand all that 
from Spain was 95,000 J. the Wt wa 


i Sum of 248, 27 l. muſt therefore paid, 
be either paid by ourſelves or deducted from Miſes i11 
the Account. Al the Demands that the Spo- ¶ miſſi 
miard on the other Side could form againſt H 
Britain by an exorbitant Computation did not Ito 2: 
exceed 189,000 J. And even allowing them As t 
that Sum, the Balance payable to Britain by Day, 
Spain would have amounted, according/to the ¶ cept 
Account, to 163, 277 J. inſtead of 5,000 Iiir 
But as their Demands could not J y exceed due 
60,000 /. the Balance doe us would ha \ Þ 
been 283,277. toifiin ted 
r Demands therefore, were e me by t 
Pretence, er ober to be dhe: And for this give: 
purpoſe it was ſaid, that 209,000 J. would: fa · Sum 
tisfy every Claimant. But: when the Reaſom By 
for this vaſt Deduction of 143.27 l. wete de- 171 
manded, it was anſwered; that many Claim- paid 
ants were nat to have Satisfaction; that. all H of 
Demands Ml Cor 


w 


T65) 
Demands. for Ships taken in Time of War 
rere ſtruck off, all Claims over-rated were 
educed, and ſome. Claims not made out were 
ith rejected. But no Account was pretended to 
de given, by what Rule the Deduction had been 
ade, no Liſt of the Sufferers by it had been 
aken, nor had any Notice been given to any 
one Sufferer that hi Proofs were inſufficient; 
o far from it, that when, upon the Report of 
a Convention being ſigned, a Sufferer demand- 
cd whether he was included among thoſe. who 
ere to receive Satisfaction, he was told, that 
t was not known whether he was, or was not, 
It was confeſſed at laſt, that the Money to be 
paid, was to be divided among ſuch Sufferers 
as ſhould find Favour in the Eyes of Com- 
miſſioners to be appointed by our Miniſter. 

However the Reduction of our Demands 
o 200,000 J. was not yet found ſufficient. 
As the Father of the Convention faid the firſt 
Day, the Account was to be adjuſted by ac- 
cepting ſomething %% than was due to 2, and 
giving the Spaniards ſomewhat more than was 
due to them. | 50 
The Sum of 60,000 I. was therefore admit- 
ted to be owing by Britain for Loſſes ſuſtained 
by the Spanzards ; and this Sum was, to be 
given to our Merchants to complete the whole 
Sum that was to be paid them for their Loſſes. 
By this Allowance the Spaniſb Ships taken in 
1718, although in Time of War, were to be 
paid for. It been agreed by the Treaty 
of 1721, to reſtore theſe Ships to Spain in the 
Condition they then 8 or the Mus 4 

uc 
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ſuch as were fold ; and by the ſame Treaty the Al“ 


Ships and Effects taken from the Britiſh Sub. Ded 
jets, in Time of War, were agreed to be re — 


ſtored. | 

After the Rupture of 1726-7, by the Tre: 
ty of Sevile 1729, the Examination of what 
concerned the Br:i7i/h Ships taken before thil 


Peace, as well as the Spaniſb Claim for thi 225 
Ships taken in 1718, was referred to Commis 5. 
aries. But they never making any Repon T7 

our Miniſters were left at Liberty to ſtrike of 114 
the Britiſb Claim for Ships taken in War, and 5 
to admit that of the Spaniards. And eve e 
their Demand, thus admitted, remained over. By 
rated, by allowing to the Spaniard; the Value one 
of the Ship Jabella, although they had taken thev 
the Ship herſelf from Britiſb Merchants, who 4 
had bought her from our Captors and fitted Argy 


her out at a great Expence. She was indeed, © 
one of the Ships of War taken from the Sg. Min 
niard in 1718, but was afterwards left in | 


their Hands at Cadiz as ſoon as they claimed of th 


and ſeized her; and ſince they had got the 
Ship it was ridiculous. to allow them the Price 
of her likewiſe. The Britiſb Purchaſers mult WF 5 = 
have been ſhamefully wronged if not re- im- 


burſed the Money the Ship had coſt them, ſhe 


and it was an extraordinary Conceſſion to 1 
1 5 to re · imburſe them without deducting Bl gon 
the Sum from the Spaniſh. Accompt. So 
. The 343,277 , being by theſe Allowances Wl Trac 
on one Side, and Deductions on the other, N 
reduced to 140,000 J. to be paid by Spain, 
this Sum was ſtill too large to be ww 
1 2? "PIC 


(657 

All we were to expect was 95,0004. another 
Deduction therefore was to be made. And 
accordingly, 45,000 J. was ſtruck off; which 
was ſaid to be done under Pretence of 
prompt Payment. After the Spaniards had 
bor many Years injuriouſly detained the Ef- 
W fects of the Britiſb Subj ets, the Britiſh Mi- 
niſters ſtipulate that ſo _ a Sum ſhall be 
given, as an Inducement, to thoſe who had 
rabbed us, to make ſome Reſtitution. The 
Uncertainty of the Payments in the Ve- 
Indies, and even in Old Spain, was urged to ex- 
cuſe this Defalcation. But no Reaſon was 
oiven why our Miniſters had not obtained a 
Promiſe of 140,000 J. as much to. be relied 
on, as the Promiſe of 95,000 J. for which 
they claimed ſo much Honour. The Uncer- 
tainty of the Payments was not ſurely an 
Argument uſed by the Spaniards. It muſt 
have been, by the Nature of it, ſuggeſted by ouc 
Miniſters. An Offer of fo large an Abatement 
for a Difference ſo immaterial in the Opinion 
of the Spaniards, who ſuppoſed that both Pay- 
ments were equally certain, muſt have been 
made by our own Miniſters; and by , ſuch an 
os they ſhevred as much Unconcern for the 

Loffes of our Merchants, as they had 
—.— for the future Security of our Tra rade. 
This laſt and capital Error in the 83 
tion no Cunning could ſkreen. That there 
was no Stipulation of future Security to our 
Trade was admitted. The Objection that our 
Miniſters had not mak with the ASE 

| | © 
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liminary AR, in 1729, as to Britain, a Pre. 


The End of all our Preliminaries to 1730 had 


(es) 
of Parliament efe#ually to convince the Court 
of Spain that his Majeſty would no longer ſuf. 
fer theſe Depredations, remained unanſwered, 
nay confeſſed. How could it be denied, ſince 
the Depredations were not even to be ſuſpend. 
ed? It appeared that the Convention, once 
that beſt of Treaties, that glorious and final 
Determination of all our Diſputes, was now 
become no more than a Preliminary. In 1727 
we had Preliminary Articles, in 1728 a Pre- 


liminary Treaty; in 1732 a Declaration and 
Preliminary Commiſſaries, who were to hay 
made a Preliminary Report, and now in 1738-9 
we had obtained a Preliminary Convention 


been by a Silence upon our moſt undoubted 
Rights, to get out of the Hands of the Spa- 
mards the South Sea Ship the Prince Frede- 
rick ; the End of all our Negotiations fince haz 
been to purchaſe by the like Silence an incon- 
ſiderable Sum: of Money for our Lofles ; ſo 
that it appears as if our Miniſters had in their 
whole Conduct conſidered the moſt valuable 
Rights of the Nation, only with a View to 
the Price for which they could be ſold. upo 
If the Convention had been conſidereũ i ditic 
merely as an Effect of the Proceedings of the refu 
former Seſſion of Parliament, and if the ſingle tion 
Point of Deliberation had been, whether in ever 
Purſuance of the Addreſſes Reparation had been nou 
obtained, and ſuch Preliminaries agreed to, for not 
the other Point, as were agreeable to Juſtice, I tha 
* | Prudence 


669) 
prudence and the Honour of the Nation, to 
which ſome Perſons inſiſted that all Debates 
concerning it ought to be canfined : Even in 
that partial Light we have ſeen that it would 
have appeared extremely defective. But ſurel 
the proper Heads of Conſideration, and th 
which occurred to every Man who was, in 
earneſt, ſolicitous for the Intereſt and Honour 
of Great Britain, were of a larger Extent and 
higher Nature. They- were theſe, in ſhort. 
Whether it was not criminal, ruinous and diſ- 
honourable to agree to any Preliminaries, until 
an undiſputable, plain and eſſential Right was 
aſſerted; until Juſtice ſor Cruelties as well as 
Reparation for Damages was obtained, and 
until a Pretenſion unſupported and unſup- 
portable, the Child of the Weakneſs of our 
Miniſters, the Shame of our Country, and the 
Ruin of our Trade, had been diſavowed, 
given up, and more expreſsly retracted, than 
ever it had been aſſerted. Whether it was not 
eriminal to ſign a Treaty, without obtaining 
a Condition, which the King and the Parlia- 
ment had pointed out to be the great Object 
of the Negotiation; a Condition to be inſiſted 
upon, not to be referred to Diſcuſſion; a Con- 


tion had engaged to ſupport the King in hat- 
ever ſhould be neceſſary to vindicate his Ho- 
nour and aſſert their Rights: Whether it was 
not ruinous, to refer a Right to be diſcuſſed 
that was invalidated by being brought into 
Ie Diſpute, 


dition that could not be delayed without being : 
refuſed, and on the Refuſal of which the Na- 


(790) 

Diſpute, and to it that while the Plenipo- 
— bl the Spaniards ſhould — 
nue Depredations, long before this time be- 
come intolerable: Whether it was not diſho- 
nourable, to accept of any implied, ſuppoſed, 
forced, or eluſive Acknowledgment of a Right 
which our very. Miniſters ought to have bluſh'd 
to ſee diſputed, againſt a Pretenfion Jong ex- 
erciſed, openly avowed, formally demanded, 
and reſolutely inſiſted upon, ſuppoſing ſuch an 
Acknowledgment to have been fairly deducible 
from the Terms of the Convention, as it was not. 

It was inſiſted in Oppoſition to ſuch Que- 


ries as theſe, that our Right to a free Navi- IM - 


cation is not referred to the Plenipotentiaries 
Vain and contemptible Subterfuge! Is this Right 


aſſerted ? Do we enjoy it? or do the Spantardr} 


even ſuſpend their Depredations ? It was faid, 
that to have ſtipulated a Suſpenſion of Depre- 
dations, would have implied a Right in the 
| Spaniards to commit them: abſurd and ſcan- 
dalous Quibble. Is it declared that they are 
unlawful ? Or can our Merchants conti- 
nue their Trade with Security? Was the ſuſ⸗ 
pending our Settlements and Fortifications in 
Georgia and Carolina conſidered by Spain, who 
demanded ſuch a Suſpenſion, as implying our 
Right to continue them? Or was not the very 
Reverſe of this true? And has not the Practice 
of all Ages and all Nations been conformable 
to what I aſſert? Some great Logicians at- 


tempted, by drawing the Words viſting of 
Ships, &c. from one Sentence, and coupling 
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(7) 
them with Care ſhould be taken to put an entire 
op to them, which related to the Word Dif- 
ferences in another, to form a Sophiſm fit for 
our Plenipotentiaries to uſe. But to chicane 
about Words and Expreſſions in the Preamble or 
in the Body of the Freaty was to treat Mankind 
at Home, as the Spaniards treat the unhap- 
py Britiſh Subjects who fall into their Hands 
in America. Theſe are mockt with the Form 
of a Trial, of Pleading, of Evidence, and of 
Judgment. Is the Nation to be mockt with 
implied Stipulations, with Conſtructions, Pre- 
=" ſumptions, and quibbling Diſtinctions? There 
is no doubt, that with much grammatical 
Pains, and treating the Convention like a Will 
in the Court of Chancery, a Man may be- 
wilder himſelf in ſuch a Labyrinth of Words, 
that with equal Foundation he may impoſe 
= Senſe on any Article in it. But is this 
aſſerting our Rights? is this ſecuring the Free- 
dom of our Navigation? is this complying 
with the Senſe of Parliament, or obeying the 
Order of the King? For in Duty to him we 
muſt ſuppoſe that his Orders were agreeable 
to his Anſwer given to the Houſes, tho the 
Execution of them was not. In ſhort, did 
this anſwer the juſt Expectations of the Na- P 
tion? it will not, it cannot be ſaid. The In- 
tereſt of the Nation could not have been fo 
ſacrificed, if it had been at all conſidered ; 
Our Miniſters oould not have forgot the Diſ- 


po- 
nti- 


9 WY putes that aroſe upon the Preliminaries in 
727. by ſuch another mean Acceptance of 


(72) 
an implied Acknowledgment of -Rights that 
ſhould have been openly aſſerted. But ſome- 
thing was to be ſaid. The Trade of the Na- 
tion could not be avowedly given up ; and 
People muſt be diverted from conſidering th 
whether it was ſo or not, and for whoſe Sake i ue 
this Convention was made at the Expence of de 
our national Intereſt and Honour. th 
This being the Sum, Subſtance and Strength © 
of the Debates of thoſe, who conſcious to 7a 
themſelves that they could not juſtify the 
_ directly, hoped to cover it, and 
to impoſe on Mankind by playing between 
the Addreſs and the Convention, and by 
pleading for one when they could not defend 
the other; it ſeems unneceſſary to enter 
much farther into their Arguments. And 
yet ſome of them 2 Notice rather for 
the Reflections they ſuggeſt, than for their 
own Weight. Two of FI I muſt men- 
tion, and they were ſuch as could have no 
other Effect than that of provoking ſtill more 
Indignation againſt the Miniſter. A ſuppoſed 
Deſign of diſtręſing the Miniſter, by ject- 
ing to his Negotiations with Spain, and to 
the Fruits of them in this Conyention was 
urged with great Vehemence. It is hard to 
ſay which is greateſt, the Abſurdity of the 
Argument, or the Indecency of thoſe who 
utged it, or the Inſolence of him who ſuf- 
fered it to be urged. If the Treaty could 
be juſtified, the; Miniſter had no Diſtreſs to 
ers if it could- not, he deſerved to be re- 
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duced 


duced to the utmoſt. 


6 
If it may be ſuppoſed, 
that there are Men willing d to diſtreſs him 
at any rate, it is evident that there are Men 
2 to ſupport him at any rate; and in 
preſerit Caſe, as the national Intereſt could: 

— be baren and maintained without the Con- 
demnation of his Conduct, it may be ſaid 
on there were not wanting thoſe who choſe: 
to expoſe the national Tntereſt {till farther," 
rather than not ſkreen the Miniſter. 10 
Another Ar nt, ſounded very high, and 


rgume 
5 C03 to the ae Purpoſe, was, That 


ion was ' reducible to this ' ſingle: 
Point: Whether we ſhould have War or 
Peace with the Spaniards? that a War with 
Spain would draw on a War with Frante, 
and that the ill Condition wherein the Nation 
was, exhauſted at Home, and unally d Abroad, 


was therefore a ſufficient Anſwer to that Queſ- 


tion, This Argument, if it proved any T 
in the preſent Caſe, proved our State'to be muo 
more miſerable than the greateſt Enemies of 
the Adminiſtration ever repreſented or ima- 
peed it to be. If we are utterly unable to 
reſent” Injuries, and to aſſert our Rights in 

this Caſe, we are unable to do ſo in any other? 
and it wilt follow that we have been'brou 
by the very Miniſter thus defended, from 
ing one of the moſt conſiderable Nations in 
4rope, to be the pooreſt, the weakeſt, and 


moſt contemptible. It is true, no doubt, 
low, and may in a 


that we are brought 
ſhort time be brought by te far Hands 10. 
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a5 lb a Condition as that in which we were 
repreſented to be. But therg is a Remainder 
of Wealth, there is a Remainder has 
there are Sparks of Life and Courage 

alive in Britain; and whenever her Intereſt 
ceaſes to be ſacrificed to the Intereſt, Hu- 
migur, or Miſtakes of the fame Miniſter, 
that Wealth will be; found, that Stren will 
_ ſel, that Life and . wi flame 


nM further, Hann that ® it was evident, 
that wo muſd have; « far, Wh, 9906 
give up our Rights to her; what 

raged Spain to attempt ſuch an Uſurpation 
at the riſque of a War, and « Maritime War 
too, with Great "Britain, ſo much as the. ti- 
mid and mean Conduct of our Aminiirs 
tion, from the Hour he came to the Head 
—_ is ſtill there? She has pro 
Inſults to our Patience, 290 0 
have A 
her. * dot be e ee 
Uſurpation ts _ fixed upon us, | rather 'than 
. 

the ſame 
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(35) 
feſto to the Cries of the, People, That ſhe 
may have canſe to appreheng oyr Efforts in 
the War, we may hope from the Spirit,” and 
from the Weight of the fame People, The 
want of Ability in our Minifters 'perhaps is 
not to be denied, is not to be' concealed. ere 
Spaniards have ſeen it, and this Nation; N 
groans under the Effects of it. The wh be 
certain, yet may we hope, for Succeſs in'the 
War from, the Ardour of the King, and the 
Force and Reſolution of his People.” We 
know the juſtice, we know the Impor- 
tance, and we are willing to ſubmit to the 
neceſſary Burthens of the War. We ſes, we 
| have, declared what ought to be acquired by 
it. An explicit Acknowledgment of our Rights 
is neceflary in Point of Honour; an « 
a real Security for the Freedom of our Navi- 
tion in the Seas of America, is neceſlary in 
oint of Safety. Spaniſh Promiſes, Cedulas, 
and Treaties have been found vain and frivo- 
lous Amuſements. A commanding Force in 
thoſe Seas can alone ſecure us. A Harbour, a 
Settlement, a Colony can alone conclude our 
Diſputes, aſſert and preſerve the Rights of 
Great Britain, and protect the Trade even of 
Spain, fince ſhe has confeſſed that ſhe is not able 
herſelf to ſecure her Trade, without committing be 
the groſſeſt and moſt. intolerable Inſults on 
other Nations. Theſe the People expect, theſe 
they demand, and to theſe they have a Right. 
They have a moral Certainty of Succeſs too, 
if their Treaſure, if their Valour, if their Spi- 
3 | tit 
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Slappoint their Expectati ions, 
7 225 ufillanimity, the ſame abe 
* fon ae fame eee. t have 
and conſumed the Fruits of a pd. 
Years Peace. . Should the War be conſidered 
only as it affords Opportunities and Pretence 
0 multiply Offices, to encreaſe Depen 
to accumulate, Influence, it may be r 
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